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LAIDTO THE ROOT 
OF THE OLD CORARRUPT-TAREEF. 
| A N D 
| The Spirit of deceit ſtruck at in its nature, from 


whence all the error from the life, among both 
Papiſts and Proteſtants hath ariſen, and by which 
it is nouriſhed and fed at this Day. 


I#a Diſtintion between the Faith which is of man, and: 
the Faith which is of GOD. 

And in ſome Aſſertions concerning true Faith, its natuxe, 
Tiſe, &c. Its recetving of Chriſtyits abiding and grow- 
ing in his living Vertue, ed 

With a warning concerning addihg and diminiſhing from 
the Scripture in generall, (and the Propheſies of the Revelation in 
particular. )JDiſcovering what It is, and the great danger of ir, with 
the only way of preſervation from ic, where is added a Short touch 
about the Ue of Means. + 

As alſo a brief Hiſtory concerning the ſtate of the Church 
ſince the dayes of the Apoſtles. 


With an Exhortation to the preſent 4ge. rl 
By the movings of the Life, in a friend to the Living truth of the moſt F/ 
High God, but an utter enemy to the ſpirit of error and blaſphemy, &> (+ 


where ever it is found, as well in the ſtriReſt of che Proteſtants, as 2- 
moyg the groſleft ofthe Papiſts. 


Tſaac Penington the younger. 
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THE PREFACE 
Here was a gidrious dav, and bright appearance of eruth inthe 
times of the Apaltles. They had the crae Comforter, who led 
them inco all cruth,and kept them alive in erucly; and truth alive 1n chem, 
By this Spirit they, as living tones, were built up. a {piricuall houſe, 
founded upon Si che holy mount, into Frrnſalers. the holy City, 
whieh'is the charch of che living God, the pillar and ground of truth, 
And here they had their converiation in heaven, with God the Judge of 
all, wich Chrift the M-di1tour, and with che Spirits of uti inen and the 
holy Angels, whictTalwayes b:ho!d the face of God. They hved in the 
Spirit, they walkedin\the Spirit, they p:ayedin the Spirit, they ſung ia 
theSpirit, chey worſhipped in che Spiric, and in that uoderftanding 
which the truth had made free, and had God dwelling wich chem; and 
Chriſt ering inthe midſt of them; 8nd dy the prelence and power 
of his lifg-4nthem , were truly dead unto fin, and alive unto God, they 
being not rivers againſt ſin with mans legall ſpirit, but by the power 
of grace, which made them more then congqtterours through hiarehac 
loved them. This was part of the glory of x1arfitute, in that day of the 
Sunſhine of the Goſp:1.” | 
Bur behold, a chick night of darkneſle overſpread the beauty of this ! 
Some falſe brethren went our from the crue Church imtoihe world, ger- 
tingthe Sheeps choarhing, making a great outward: appearance, and 
drew the world after then, yea 2nd ſome from che very Claurches them- 
ſelves: (how hard wasche Apoſtle Paul {ain to plead vath the Corgye 
thizns about his owh Apoſticſhip and DaRrive that he might preſerve 
chat Church from thefalſe Apolti:s! ) And whea they hed gathered x 
ſufficient party in the world, they made head' againſt the erue ſheep & 


lambs of Chrift, fought wich theto, and overcame them. Ard when 


they had overcome'them chat had che living celtumony of Jeſus, and che 
true power and preſence of the Spirit among them, then they tee v5 their- 
own dead form} making a cry all over the nations of che earth, Ryve/a- 
tion is ceaſed, there isno looking now for ſuch an infallible ſpiric, agd 


ſuch immediate teachings as the chtiftians had io the Apoſtles dayes,wt o: 


- had che anointing'to teach them all things : but they point men, to tya-- 
dirions, ro the church, as they call it (-which tithe che whore: bath en- 
grofled ſincerlie dayes of the Apotties ) or tw ſearchiogs of the Scrip- 
cures, andreading expoſitions upan it, ated bodicy of divinity, formed 


by the underſtanding part in man to inſtruRt che underſtanding pare. - / 
* Thos the whole courſe of religion and of the knowledge of God, cames- / 
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THE PREFACE, ; 

to be out of that Spirit and life wherein it firſt came forth(and wherein 
it firſt ſtood ) and conſiſted in doQtrines of men, and a-form of worſhip 
and knowledge which the wiſdome of man had framed, in an imitation 
of that which formerly ſtood in the life. bg 

And now men being gone from the life, from the Spirit azd his im- 
mediate teachings, into an outward form of knowledge and worſhip of 
God inthe wrong nature; now Antichriſt is got up, and che Dragon 
ſits in the Temple, appearing there as if he were God, giving out laws 
and ordinarices of worſhip in publ:que, and putting men upoa duties 
and excrciſes of devotion in private, and he is obeyed and bowed down 
0 in the obſervation of theſe ; bur the true living God is not known; 
nor his ſecrerftill voyce ( which calls out of theſe ) heard, becauſe of 
the great noiſe which the Dragon makes in his Temple( for ſo it is now, 
h: having gainedir, though it was once Gols ) about his laws and or- 
dinances of worſhip, which he would have all compelled to, and none 
ſuffered to teſtifie againſt them that they are his, and not the Lords. 

Yet it pleaſed the Lord, all the night of this darkneſſe, co raiſe up 
ſome} witneſſes agairiſt the Dragon, aad all his invented forms of wor» 
ſhip, though they were ſtil! hunced, perſecuted, knocked down, and 
their teſtimony cryed out againſt as error, bereſie, ſchiſm and blaſphe- 
my, and the wayes, worſhips and ordinances of the whore the beaſt ard 
the dragon till cryed up as the truth, Thus the P.piſts, they cryed one 
againſt che Proteftanus as heretiques and fchiſmatiques, who were wit- 
neſſes againſt them ; and the Proteftants,they cryed out againſt the non» 
conformiſts, ſeperatifis and brownifts, who were witneſſes againſt them; 
and every ſe cries out moſt againſt chem, who are led further from the 
apoſtacy, and raiſed np by the Lord as witnefles againſt chem, againſt 
their ſetting down in their forme,and not purſuing the guidance of that 
ſpirit, which wou!d lead chem quite our of the darknefle, and not have 
' tnem fit down by the way. 

Now the Lord God in theſe latter dayes, hath not only raiſed up 
witneſſes againſt the Whore, the Dragon, the Beaſt, the falſe Prophets, - 
with a1! their inventions which they bave ſetup inſtead of the truth : 
but hath aſſayed, and begun to deliver his people out of this Egyptian 
darknefſe ; and to bring cheme back to the light af the land of (anasy, 
And now great enemies have appeared, the ſons of the;night exceed- 
ingly firengtherivg themſelves to keep out the day light;ever y ope cry- 
ing vp his own form, and all joyning hard in hand againſt the power : 

* yea & that ſpirit, which firſt tempred from God, is exceeding buſiero 
-/cauſe thoſe whom the Spiric:of the Lord hath been drawing out of the 
land 
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land of darkneſſe,to make a Captain to return to Zgypr, or at leaft to;ſit- 
down in ſome form,or ſome pleaſant notion of things by the way & nouc 
to follow the Lord, through all his intricate leadings in the valt howling 
Wildernes,ti! ke bring them into the poſi; ſlion of the true reſt. Whai a 
work there was to q1ench that ſpirit web fired in the Proteſtants agiiuſt 
Popery,& to fix the in Epiſcopacy,& in the uſe of che Common prayer 
book? When char was detected & turned from,then P:esbitrery endea- 
voured to take its place,&to bring inirs direRory: bur the purſuit gf che 
Lord was ſo hot againſt that,that ir ſtunk preſently, 8& his mighty hand 
would not ſuffer that ſo much as to ariſe Mach about the {zme time, In- 
dependency and Anabaptiſm appeared and contended ; and there-was a 
more ſimple and honeſt thing ſtirring there, then in the other : and ac- 
cordingly the blefling of the Lord (which was not to the form, 'bat co 
che life that was ſtirring within)did appear more among them Buc they, 
fixing there, loſt the life and ſimplicity to which the bl: (ling was, and 
met with the dezth ad the curſe, which is the proper reward ofthe 
form : for any form oat of the life, kils the life; and its reward is Ceath 
co it ſelfe. The, form kils the life, which ſtirred underneath, and made 
it appear with ſome fr:ſhneſs, and when the life, from which ic had 
its ſeeming beauty and luſtre dyes, then it ſoon withers and dyes allo ;.. 
ſo that che living principle being once (lain, there remains nothing bur 
the dead ſpiric feeding on the dead form, There was one more pure ap- 
pearance, and neerer co the Kingdom then all cheſe,which was of ſeek» 
ing and waiting: but death overcame this alſo, making a form' of it, 
and ftealing in ſome obſervations from the Jecter of the Scriptures con* 
cerning the Kingdom, whereby their eyes were wich. he!d from beho [- 
ding the inward principle and ſecd of lite within, to took for ſome great. 
appearance of power without (ſuch as was amorg the Apoſtles) to fer 
things to rights; and ſo they were held captive by the ſame (piritin 
their ſeeking and waiting, whereby the others are heid intheir forms. 
Thos have perſons generally miffed the followiog of thit goad Spirit, 
which began to lead them qut of «£gypr, the dark Lard ; and loofing 
their paid, have fixed ſomewhere or other by the way, reſting in ſome 
form, or in ſome notion or exxectation of chings (according as in their 
wiſdome they have imagiaed from their «kill in the lecter) ſhore ofthe + 
life it felfe. Thus have their carkaſſes fatien in the Wiiderneſle, 

Now this I have to fay to you ali.All you whoreft ia any form what- 
ſoever,.or reſt in any notion or 3pprehenſion of things ſhort of ih hte 
it ſelfe, ye had cen as good have ſtayedin Egype, as £o bx by the way, 
and co take up a reſt in the Wilderneſle, ſhort of Canaan. ls glin terms, 
_ 4 ye 


THE PREF ACE: 
ye bad as good have abided in Popery or in Epiſcopacy, Fe had been as 
acceptable ro God there, as bere. Not that I ſay your forms uf Inde- 
ptdency; Aaabapciſm, or ſeeking, are a3 bad as Pupery, Epiſcopacy, or 
Peesbireery;; nay they are all ſomewhat neerer.and the lallt of them ve. 
ry much neerer : but yeur fixirg there, and the dead ſpirit feeling there 
on the dead thing, is a: remote from life, as if it. had gone quite backe 
2fain: Andthis dead ſpirit is as batefull to God here, as 1xcis amorg 
the Papifts, yea and in one lence more, becauſe it makes a pretence be- 
yond ther. 

And the truth is, ye haye gone back againe, though not tn the direR 
form, yet into that very ſpirit, wherein Poperey's ſtcengrb and kingdom 
lies, & {o are becom one of the bealts yames,& your ſtrength & deferre 
liesin the beaſts horos, either jn the ourgward powers of the earth, or in 
that inward knowledg of things and wiſdome from the letter, which is 
our of the life, and fo are not yet come our of the City Bebs/on. _ For 
mzrk, The ps it that fixeth in a form ſhort of che life, is the ſame that 
whored from the life: andcheſame ſpirit 15 the whore fti!], in what form 
foever ſhe be. Theſpiris that rofe up in ebe life, againſt the death and 
corruption whereof Pppery wholly cor ſiſted, was a good ſpirit, and this 
{piric-would paffe through all forms; til} it meet with the life : it s the 
other ſpiric chat ſafes to thee; thou hoſt gone far enough, and fo tempps 
to ſtay by the way. And he who hearkeas to this ſpiric, and flaies any 
where by the way, he is caught wick the old whore in a new dreſſe, and 
is drinking the cup of fornication afreſh. And then like the Papilts, he 
ens tothe powers of the earth, to defend his form,againſt the witneſſes 
of God {and that's his cover under which be perſecutes, and there he 
Iyes hid )or at leaft ro his own wiſdom and reaſon,to. ftrengehen himſelf 
with arguments for fixing here, and again going any further. And 
then he grows wiſe in the fleſh, and cryes out aguiaft them, who are ftil 
kd by the ſame ſpirit to preſſe on further, as weak, ſilly, giddy, unſetjed, 
{educed/people, rhat can never know when they are well. Thux the wiſe 
Kyifſcopalians revlied the ſimple- hearted non- conformifts, who purſued 
further then they : and che non conformiſts, when they loft their ſim- 
plicity and b:gan ro ſick, reviled thoſe that purſued beyond them « and 
thus .at this dzy, thoſe who are preſſing on in the ſpirit, are diſdained by 
choſe who bave took uptheir tation in the fleſh, and with their two 
feat hozes, of earthly power and cactbly wiſdome, are they paſhing 
at them. -F 

Look about you, look about you, all ſorts of devout: p:ofeſſors, ſee 
where ye arc ;. are you-notdead id your forms ? is not the good old 
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THE PREFACE 
puritart principle ( wherein once was true life in its mexure )- tad aud 
buried there ? Conſider with your ſelves, hath chat grown in your 
forms, or hath ir been (lain chere ? Speak che truth in your own hearts, 
Canye truly fay, from a ſercible feeling in the life, that chat principle 
is ſtil! alive in you? Ifir were fo, ye could never be drawn to perſecute, 
no nor to ſuff:r perſecution, ye that have power to hinder ic : bur if thar 
ſeed be choked, then ye may well connive at, if not further the enemy. 
and plead for him,and joyn i terefts wich bim. While A$e/lived in you 
Ci% could not riſe up in his dominion, bur now the righteous ſeed i.) 
Aain, the murchering nature appears. O haſten our of chis ſpirit, haſten 
our of B4biln, caſt off the ſpirit of popery, 'return to the o!d puritan- 
principle : Do not cry ir up in deceit,to opp »ſe che preſent apprarance”®” 
of trach, which is grown up further init ; but ſabje& chat dead formaji 
earthly ſpirit to ir, which is fallen beneath ir: and when ye ae come 
r0 a truetouch ef hfe there, ye may b: able to own the ſame trugh in its 
growth tq 2 further meaſu'e. Bur while thou art in che dead unde: Ran- 
ding. and from the power and life of truth in thine on particular, deft 
chou chink £9 be able to meaſure cruth arightino:hers. Nay,thou mea- 
{areſt by a falſe appeararce of things in the fallen undertitanding, and in 
the wiſdome which thou haft gachered there, fince thou thy ſelic felleft 
from the _ principle : and this muft needs commend that moi, 
which is neereft to it, and not that which is neereft co eruth. And this is 
the great error of this age,men with a gathered knowledge from Scrip- 
ture-vords, withoue the true faith and life, go abour co meaſure that 
life and knowledge which comes from the faith : and becaute ir ſuites 
not with the appretenſions which they have taken into their minds, they 
condemn ir. And thus being in the ſtumbling wi d»me and way of ob» 
ſervation, to which eruth was never revealed, but ws ever an offence, 
they tamb'e atit : and thus men generally diſh, ard ſplic themſelves 
againſt che ſame rock now, as the Phariſees did 0' 0'd. Now this tin- 
derſtanding muſt periſh,and this wi'dome ia men be brorg to noughe; 

befbre that can beraiſcd up which can judge aright. 

« Hearkenthcrefore to my exhortation, as ye love your ſouls, Come 
out of popery indeed and intruch, come our of the ſpirit of popery 3 
burn the whore in her new forms, as well as in her o!d :. Caſt cf all 
theſe new names of the Beaſt, under which the old ſpirit has made a 
prey of che life in your own particulars, and lies lurking to make a prey 
of the life in others, and to force it into its own deceitfull forms of death, 
and ſlay it. Leave deferding your faich and church by the Beaſts horns, 
and come to that faith and church which is received, gathered, _ 

fi 
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fenled by Chriſt the one horn of ſalvation. Leave your reafonings and 
diſputings in that wiſdome which has (lain the life, and come to that . 
wiſdome which comes fyom che life, and ſprings up in the life; and ye 
will fizd more certain:y and fatisfation in on: touch of crue life,then in 
all che reaſ01i5g and diſputes of wiſe men co the worlds end. The 
ground wherein mens religion grows ( even of the moſt zealous)is bad, 
even the ſame ground wherein the Phariſees religion Rood and grew ; 
and it hath broughcforth ſuch kind of fruit, namely, fuch a kind of con» 
formity tothe lecter, as theirs was, which ftands inthe underſtanding 
and will of man rearing up a plea{ant building there, but keeps from the 
life, and from baildingin it, Bur the truereligion ſtands in receiving a 
principle of life, which by its growth forms a veſſel! for it ſelfe \ and all 
the former part, wherein ſin 0n the one hand, or ſelfe righteouſneſſe 01 
the other hand ſtood and grew, paſſeth away. 

Theſe things following ſtrike ar che King of Babi/on himſelfe, yea e- 
ven at the very root of the Antichriſtian ſpirit in every man, which he 
that can mild y receive the ftroake of, may feel the true Spirit of life 
(which lies (hin underneath ) Tpring up in him,and pive life to his ſoul; 
which, when it is delivered, will be able traly co know and rejoyce in 
theLord ics Saviour, And when rhe root of that ſpirit is cut downe 
(which nevcr brought forth ſweet pleaſant fruir untg life, but only ſowre 
fruir, finzly p:izted and drefled for the eye and palate of death )ics body, 
branches, lcaves and fruit will wither and dye dayly, and truth come co 
grow ſatcly. 


Diſtination between the faith 
which is of man, and the faith which is of 
G O D ; One whereof is the Faxth of $102, the 
other the Faith of Babilor 5the&one laying hold 
on Chriſt, as he is revealed the King of life in $- 
07, the other layes hold on an Hiſtorical! rela- 


tion of Chriſt, the fame whereof hath. ſounded 
in Babilon.” | 


Here is a faith which is of #'mans ſelfe,and a faith 
which is the gift of God , or a power of belee- 
virg whith is found in the nature of fallen man, 
anda" owt of beleevirg which is given from a- 
bove:” AFthere are two births, the firſt and the 
ſeconT; ſo they have each their faich, and each 
beleeve with their faitb, and ſeem to lay h- 1d on the ſame thing 
for life; and the contention about the inhericance will not be 
ended, till God determine it. Cain will ſecrifice with his faith, 
and he beleeves he fhall be accepted : if he had not beleeved ſo, 
he would not have been ſo angry when he found it otherwiſe. 
And the (aini/ſs ſpirit in man,the vagabons from the life of God, 
which hath not an habitation in God, nor the eternall !ife of God 
abiding in him, he is buſie with the ſame faith at chis day, and 
hath the ſame exp:Ration from it, as {ain had, 

This is the root of the falſe religion, of the falſe hope, oftbe 
falſe peace, of the falſe joy, of the falſe reſt, of the falſe comfort, 
of the falſe aſſurance, as the other is the root of the true, In this 
faith which is of man, and in the improvement of it ſtands all the 
knowledge, zeal, devotion, and worfhip of the world in generall, 
and of the worldly partin every man in particular : but the true 
knowledge, the true zeale, the _ devotign, the true wROw 
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2 . The faith of the two births diſtinguiſhed. 
flands in the faith which is given gf God, to them which are born 
of the immortall ſeed, which ligesin God, and in which God 
hives forever. 

Now it deeply ronceras every man torconſtder, from which of 
theſe his knowledg,' religion, and worſhip proceed, and in which 
ofthem they ftavd;fatit they proceed from,and t:od in the faith 
which is of man, they cannor pleaſe God, nor conduce to the ſal- 
vation of the ſoule; Sac chongh they may taſt very pleaſantly to 
mans pallate now, «od aihninfter much hope, and latisfaRtionro 
hjm at preſent, yet they will faile at che time of necd :- For as 
Chrift {aid concerviag the righteouſneſle of the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, ſo may I ſay concerning this faith : Excepr your faith, with 
the works of it, exceed rhat faith aud alt the works of 5t (even tothe 
g:molt improvernent thereof) which « rs be found in wins -neture, 
ft will never lead you to the kingdom of God, nor be able to give you 
any right 10 the inheritance of life, For he that will inherie,muſt be 
the right heir, muſt haye the faith of fhrabaw,the faith of aagy 
whichAprings vp from the root of life in the ſeed; and this lea 
the ſeed into that ſpring of life ( ont hich jr ſhot forth as a 
branch) which is che inberitance-promiled tothe ſeed. And here 
is Chrift, Alphe and Omega, in every pateitular foul, whebe life is 
begun and perfected, running its courſe through time, back to 
that which was before the beginnings . - 
" Therefore obſerve and conlider wel:, what, this faith which is 
of a mans ſelfe can doe,and bow far it may oc inthechanging of 
ran, and in producing a conformity. of him-tache letter of che 
Scriptires. And thed.conſider where it is ſhut out, wbat it cannot 
do, what change it cannot make, what it cagnet conform to,that 
ſo the true diftiation may be let inta the mind , and not a foun- 
dation layed of ſo great a miſtake in a matter af ſo great concerg= 
rent. 

1. A man may beleeve the biftory of che Scriptnres, yea, and 
all the doQrines of them(ſo-far as he can reach chem with his ug» 
derſtanding,) with this faich which is. of man, As by this faith a. 
mean can believe an biftory pro related to him; ſo. by this 
faith may he.heleeve the bioryes Of the Scriptures, which are 
morethen probably related. As by this feich a man canreceive- 
doQrines of inſtruQigon out of Phitolophers books,ſo by the ſame: 
faith he may-receivedoRtrins gf inftcuRion out of the yr 
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- The faith of the two births diſtinguiſhed. 2 
Reading a relacion of the fail of myn; of the recovery: by Chrift, 
that there is no other way & life, &o. This faith cen beleeve the 
relation of theſe things, 4s well #s it can beleeve the relation 
of other things. 

2. This being believed from the relation of the hiſtory of theſe 
ehings; this naturally ſets 3} the powers of man on work(kindling 
the underftanding will and affettions) towards the avoidirg of 
miſery, and the attaining of happinefſe. What would not a man 
doe,to avoid perpetuall extremity of miſery 6n ſon] and body for 
ever, andto obtain a crowne of everlaſting bleſſedneſſe ? This 
boils the affeRtions to an height, and ſets the underflandiong on 
work to:the utmoſt, to gather all the rules of Scriptare, and to 
practiſe all the duties and ordin»nces therein mentioned ? What 
can the Scripture propoſe to be believed, that he will not believe? 
What can it propoſe to be done, that he will not do ? Muſt he 
pray ? hewill pray. Maſt he hear? he will hear. Muſt he read? 
be will read. Muſt he meditate ? he will meditere. Muſt he deny 
himſctfe and all his own righteouſneſle, and duties, and hope 0n- 
ly for ſalvationin the merits of Chrift? he will feeme co do that 
to, and ſay, when he has done all be can, he is but an unpro- 
ficable ſervant. Does the Scripture ſay he can doegothing with- 
oat the Spirit ? he will acknowledge that too, and\he hopes he 
hes che Spirie ; * God hath promiſed the Spiritts thern ther as ke 
it : and he has asked long, and a5ks Rtill, and therefore he hopes 
he has it. Thus man by a natorall faith grows up, and fpreads in- 
to a great tree, and is very confident, and much pleaſed, not per- 

"ceiving the defeRt in his root, and what all his growth here will 
come to, | 

3. This being done with much ſeriovines and induftry, there 
malt needsfollow a great change in man : his underftanding will 
be more and more enlightened, his wifl more and more conformed 
tothat, to which he thus gives himſelfe vp, and co which he thys 
beads bimſelfe. with aſl his ſtrength, bis affeRions more and more 
warmed, he wit! find a kind of life, and growth in this according 
ro its kinC,Ler a many heart he in any kind of ftudy or knowledg, 
applying bimſelfe ftricly to ir, he gathers underfRtanding in bis 

mind, and warmth in his affections : ſo it is alſo here, Yea this 

being more excellent in it ſelfe, muſt needs produce a more excel- 

tent anderflanding, and a _ excellent warmth, and have a 
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4 The faith of the two births diſtinguiſhed; 
greater pgwer and inflaence upon the will: 760122441 
' 4, Now how eaſe is it for a man £60 miſtake here,and call this 
the cruth ? Firſt, he miſtakes this for the true faich, and then he 
miſtakes in applying to this all that which belongs to the true 
faith: and chus entriog into che ſpirit. of error at firſt he errs in the 
whole caurſe of his religion, from, the beginning to the end. He 
ſees a change made by this in him, and; this he- aceounts the cruc 
converſion and regeneration. This leads him to ask and ſeek and 
pray, and this he connts the true praying, the true ſeeking, the 
trove a«king. This cleanſeth (after its kiud)) his underſtanding, will, 
and affeRions, ard this he takes for the true ſanification. The 
juſtification which is to.the crue beleever, he;alſoaplyes to this 
faith:& ſo he has a peace,y ſatisfaction, greit here,and an hope of 
happinefle kereafcer, Thus he receives wht isalrcady revealed, 
& he waits for what may be further revealed, which he canem- 
brace and conform to,turning ſtill upon this c<ater, and growing 
up from this rogt,. And he that dogs not come hither!1n religion, 
fails ſhoroof the improvement of manghacure.. and ol the Faich 
that grows there, (which naturally leads all the powers ofmature 
hither,and fixes them here )which is bur dead. And now this man 
is ſafe,he isa beleever,he is a worſhipper of God, be is a Chriſtian, 
he is an obſerver. of the commands of Chriſt : when the over- 
flowing ſcourge. comes, _ it. ſhail not touch'him : all the judge» 
ments, plagues,threatnings 40 the Scripture belong not to him, bat 
to the uubzlievers,to them that know not Gog,to them that wor- 
ſhip not God, to them that obſerve not the commands of Chriſt: 
thus by his untempered morter, from his falſe faith; he has buile 
upa wall againſt the deluge of wrath, which wall will tumble 
down upon him when the wrath comes. The growth of this faith, 
and great ſpreading of it into all this knowledg, zeal, and devyoti- 
on, hath not changed the nature of it all this while, bur it is the 
ſame chat ic was at the beginning, even-a power of nature in the 
firſt bicth, and all theſe fruics are but the'fruits of the firſt nature, 
which is till alive under all this. All this can never kill the prin- 
cip'e out of which it grows, but feeds it more and fattens it for 
the ſlaughter, ] 

Thus far this faith can go:But then there is ſomewhat it is ſhut 
out of at the very firſt. There is ſomewhat this faith cannot 
xeceive, beleeve, or enter into, What is that ? It is the life, the 
d 4} power, 


The faith of the two births aiſtingniſhed. 5 
power,the inward part of this. Though it may ſeem to have unity 
with alt the Scriptures in the letter, yer it cannot have unity with 
one Scripture in the life : for its nature is ſhut out of the nature of 
the things there witneſſed, As for inſtance, it may have a litera! 
knowledge of Chrilt,, according as the Scripture relates : of his 
birth, preaching, miracles, death, refurreRion, aſccntion, inter= 
cellion, ec. Yea, but the thing ſpoken of, it knoweth not. The 
nature ot Chrilt (which is the Chriſt ) is bid from that exe. So i: 
may have a litteral| knowledg of the blood of Chrifſt;ard of julti- 
fication, but the life of the blood which livingly jaltificth, chat 
birth cannot feele ; but can only talk of it, according to the relati- 
on it reads inthe Scripture, So it may have a literal] knowledge 
of ſanEification, but the tliing that. ſanRifieth, it cannot receive 
into it ſelfe. So for redemption, peace, joy, hope, love, cc. it. may 
get into the outward part of all theſe, but che inward part the lite, 
the ſpirit of chem, it is ſhut out of, and cannot touch or come neer, 
nor cant witnefle that change, which is felt and knowne here. 
And here is the great contention in the world, between theſe two 
births , the one contending for their knowledge in the letter, and 
the other contending for their knowledge in the life . the one (ct- 
ting up their faith from che naturall part, calling it ſpirituall, and 
the other who have felr the ftroake of God upon this (and there» 
by come to know the difference.) ſetting up the faich of the true 
heir, which faich hath a diferenc beginning,and a different growth 

from the other,and will be welcomed into the Land and Kingdom 
of life, when the other will be manifeſted to be but the birch of 

the bondwoman, and be thruſt forth with its mother to ſeek their 
bread abroad : for the ſeed of the bondworaan is not to inheric 
with 7/aac, the ſeed of promile, 

Queſt. What then is that faith which is the gift of God, 2nd 
which is diſtin from this ? 

Avxſw. 1c is that power of beleeving which ſprings out of the 
ſeed of eterrall life, and leavens the heart, not with notions of 
knowledpe, but wich the powers of life. The other faith is drawn 
out of mans nature, by conliderations which affg& the natura4i 
pare, and is kept alive by naturall exerciſes of ceading, heating, 
prayiog, ftudying, meditating in that part; bur. this ſprings our 
of a ſced of life given, and grows up in the life of that ſeed, and 
feeds on nothiog but the fleſh and blood of Chrilt, in which is i! & 
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6 Thefuith of the two births diſtinguiſhed. 
living vertue, and immortall nouriſhment of that which is im- 
mortall. This faith at its firſt entrance, ſtrikes chat part dead in 
which the other faich did grow : and by it» growth perfects thac 
d-ath, and raiſeth up a life which is of another nature, then evec 
entred into the heart of man to conceive. Ard by the death of 
chis part in us, we come to know and enjoy lite : and by the life 
we have received, know, and enjoy, we come to ſee that which 
other men call life (and which we our ſelves were apt to call life 
formerly ) to be but death. And from this true knowledg, we give 
a true teltimony to the world of what we have ſeen and felr, but 
no man receiveth our teſtimony. It grieves us to the heart, to ſee 
men ſet upa periſhing thing as the way to life, and our bowells 
are exceedingly kindled, when we behold an honeſt zeal and fim- 
Plicicy betrayed, and in tender love do we warn men of the pir, 
into which they are generally running ſo faſt,though men reward 
ns with hatred for our good will, and become onr bitter enemies 
becauſe we tell ehem the cruth, and the moſt neceſlary truth for 
them to know, which they can bear neither in plain words,nor-yet 
in parables. Yet be not rough and angry, but meekly wait to read 
this following p3rable arighc, and it will open into life. The par- 
able is briefly this. 

That which (old the birth-right, ſeeks the birth right, with tears 
and preat pains, but ſhall never recover it: but there is 5ne which 
lies dead (whtch hath che promiſe) which ftirs nor , which ſeeks 
not, till he is raiſed by the power of the fathers life, and then he 
wreſtles with the father, prevails, and pets the bleſſing from him, 
Therefore know that part which is up firſt, and is ſo bufie inthe 
| willing and in th2 running, and makes fuch a noiſe about duties, 
. andordinances, and graces, to keep down the life which it hath 
flain : and knovv that ſeed of life which is the heir, which lyes un- 
derneatb a'l this, and muſt remain ſlain, while this lives; but if ever 
ye hear the yoice of the Son of God, this will live, and the other 
dye. And happy for ever will he be, who knows this ! but miſery 
will be his portion, who cannot witneſle a thorow change Þb the 
Almighty power of theliving God, but hath only painted the old 
nature and Sepatcher, bur never knew the old bottle broken, and 
a new one formed, which alone ts able to receive and retain the 
new wine of the Kingdom, whereas the other (Phariſee like) can 
only receive a relation of the letter concerning the Kingdom. 

| Some 
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Aſſertions concerning faith, its nature, riſc, &+c- 
with its receiving of Chriſt, and what fol- 
lows thereupon, namely, a growing in his living 
vertue, with a knowledge of the true, living,un- 
erring rule, and an vbedience to 1t 1n the life, 


Aſſertion I, 


Hat the true faith, the faith of the Goſpel, the faith of the 
EleR, the faith which ſaves the finner from ſin, and makes 
him morethen a conquerour over ſin and the powers of darknes, 
i d beliefe in the nature of God, which belief giveth entrance in- 
ro, fixeth in, and cauſeth an abidingin that nature, U |þelief er 
treth into death, and fixeth in the death : faith giverh entrance 
meo, and fixeth inthe life. Faith is an ingrafting into the Vire, a 
rtaking of the nature of the Vine, a ſucking of the juice of life 
m the vine, which nothiog is able co do bur the faith, but the 
beliefe in the nature. (And nothing can beleeve in the nature, but 
what is one with che nature. ) So then, faith is not a befeeving the 
biftory of the Scripture, or a beleeving and applying the promi- 
ſes, or a beleeving that Chriſt dyed for ſinners in general), or for 
me in particular ; for allthis may be done by the unbelieving na- 
ture (like the Few)bur an uniting eo the nature of God in Chriſt, 
which the unbeliever ſtarts from, in the midf of his believing of 
theſe. Yet I do not deny that all theſethings are to be believed, 
and are believed with the crue faich : Burt this I affirm, that the y 
alſo may be believed without the true faith , and chat ſuch a ve- 
lief of theſe doth not determin a man to be a believer in the ſipghe 
of God, but onely the anion with the nature of that life from 
whence all theſe ſprang, and in which alone they have their crue 
value. 


IL 


T bat the tre faith ſprings from the true knowledge , or comes 
with- the true knowledge of the true nature of God in Chriſt, 
which it believesin. He can never believe m the nature of God,, 
who bath not firſt the nature of God revealed to him. If a man 


Tearch the Scriptures all his dayes, hear alt chat can be ſaid by men 
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concercing God, Chriſt,faith, juſtification, &c, be able todiſpute 
2hour them, and think he can make his tenets good againk all 
the world ; yet if he hath not received the true knowledge of the 
nature of theſe things, all bis profeſſed faich in them cannot be 


true, 


III. 


T hat the true knowledge, us only to be had by the immediate reve* 
lation of Chriſt on the ſoul. No man knows the Father, but the Son, 
and he to whim the Son reveals him. T he dead ſhall bear the woyee of 

the Son of God, and they that hear, ſhall live. There is no raiſing 
' ofadeadſoule to life, but by the immediate yoyce of Chrift. 
Outward preaching, reading the Scriptures cc may dire, and 
* incourage men to hearken after and waite for the voyce, but.it is 

the immediate voyce of Chrift in the ſoul, which alone can quic» 

ken the ſaule ro God : and cill the light of life ſhine immediatly 

from Chriſt inthe heart, the true knowledge is never given, 2, 

Cor. 4. 6, Therefore they that never yet heard the immediate 

voice of Chriſt, are ſtill dead in their ſins, and have not yet recei» 
ved the true living knowledge, but a dead litterall knowledge, 
which gives a falſe ſhining of things in the dead part, but kills - | 

life. Indeed the proper uſe of all means,is to bring to the imme- 

diate voice, life, and power ; and till this be done, till the ſoule 

come to that, to hear that, to feele chat, to be rooted there,there 
is nothing done that will and, but men Rick by the way, crying 
up the means the means, and never knowing, taſting, or enjoying 
the thing which the means point to,Bur he that knows God,comes 
into tbe immediate preſence; and he that dayly lives in God, 
lives in the immedi-t2 life ; and the true faith leads to this, giving 
the ſoul ſuch a touch ar.d raſt ofir at firſt,as makes jt unſatisfiable 
without it, By this Chriſt cars off the Jewes with gll their zeale 
and knowledge, fob. 5. 37, 38. Ye have net heard#his woyce at any 
time, nor ſeen hy ſhape - ard ye have nit his word abiding in you. 
Theres the hearing of the voyce, the ſight of the ſhape, and the 
having of the word of God abiding in the heart, whicb gives both 
the beariog of the yoyce, and the ſight of the ſhape,and keeps the 
ſoule quick and livirg in the life, The voyce gives life,the ſight of 
the ſhape daily'conforms into the image, which is beheld by the 
eJe of life, and the word abiding in che heart nouriſhes, ard feeds 
| the 
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the living ſoul with the pure bread of life.But the Jews knew not 
. this, but were crying up their Sabbaths, the-Law of Moſes, the 
ordinances of Moſes, the Temple of God, the inftituted worſhip 
of God, and ſo were ſhut our of the thing it ſelfe, (which: choſe 
things ended in ) and our of a capacity of receiving it. And thus 
many zealous ones at this day, not having come to this, ro more 
then the Few: did, bur Riicking in the letter of the Go'pe!, asthe 
7ew: didinthe letter of che Law, ftumble at the preſent diſpenſa- 
tion of life, and cannot do otherwile. | 


IV. 


T hat Chriſts immediate revelation of the natare of bis Father js 
ro bi babes.Not tothe wiſe,not to the acaleus,not to the ftudions, 
not to the devout, not to the rich inthe knowledge of the Scrip» 
tures without : but to the weak, the fooliſh, the poor, che lowly 
inthe heart. And man receives not theſe revelations by ftudy, by 
reading, by willing, by running, &-c. but by being formed inthe 
will of life, by being begotten of the will of the Father, & by co- 
ming forth in the will, and lying ftill.io che will, and growing up 
in the will, here the childe receives the wiſdome which is from a- 
bove, and daily learns that croſle which crucifies the other wiſ- 
dome, which joyns with and pleaſes the other will, which loves 
to be feeding on the ſhadowy and busky part of knowledge withs 
out life. Therefore if ever thoudeſire to receive this knowledge 
from Chrift, know that eye in thy ſelf that is to be blinded, which 
Chriſt will neverreveal the Father to : read at home, know the 
wiſe and prudent there, whom Chriſt excludes from the living 
kno:\edge. And if thou cant bear ir, that eye that can read the 
Scriptures with the light of its own underftanding,ei;at can conſi- 
der, and debate, and cake up fences «rd meanings of it, without 
the immediate life and power : that's the eye, thac may gather 
what it can from the letter, buc (hall never fee into the life,nor 
taſt of the true knowledge : for Chriſt, who alone opens and gives 
the knowledge, hides the pearl from that eye. 

The true knowledge is only powred into the new veſlell. It is 
the living ſoa! alone, that receives the living knowledge of the li. 
virng God from Chriſt the life. The o!d nature, the 01d underflan- 
diog is for death and deftruRtion. The wiſdom of fleſh (though 
painted never ſo like to thy \picinal wiſdome) is not eo be ſpared 
h any 
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any where, but that wifdome with all its 2exl, and;growth,. and 
+ progreffe in religion-muft periſh. AH. mens knowledge: of the”: . 
Scriptures which/they Have gatherat mto- ther part,  witl profic * 
them nothing, bur hindec chem.Every boitdmp which the leprofie 
of ſin hath overſpread, is to be pulled down ; therefore he thae 
harh had only the old houſe ſwepratid patni never received 
the true knowledge (from whence the' true faith ſpiings:) bur his 
life lies.in the oldoefle of the letter(initheconformity/odfthedead' 
part to that) and he knows notthe: vertue of the: knowledge of 
God in the newnes of the ſpirit ( the vaile being over his heart } 
which is only given co the new underſtanding, 


—_ . 
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T hat this fatth, which ſprings from the truek &Gods 
gift, and is not ehat' power of belteving which is to be found in 
mans nature, but of anorber n#ture,even of the nature of the giver. 
And when man is called co beleeve, he'is not called to pur forth 
that faith wherewith he beleeveth other things, oy to receive 
and -exereiſe the gift of faith which- is from above. Thats 
which is to be believed in, is-ſpiritaall- and that muff be ſpiricuall 
which believes ini, Man, with all the powers of his nature, .is 
ſhut ont : it is another ching, diftio@t from man, which is let into 
life, and which lets man in. For manreeciving the faith,entering 
into the faith, and'becoming new-formedin'the faith, then he-al- 
fo may enter : bnt tillthen he is (rour, ant knoweth not the 
life, let him beleeve, and read; and pray, sndbear, and cxerciſe 
kimſelfin that which heeals duties and ordinances never ſo much: 
for all theſe, ſer up in the wrong part in man, chey/onely feed the 
wrong part; and that withall its food and nouriſhment, falls ſhort 
of rhe life. Therefore the true entrance —_— is to feele 
that power, which Nayes mans natural! abilicy and-propenſity to 
beleeve, that ſo the gift of the true faith may be recerved :: for 
there is no riſing up and living of the ſecond, without the death 
of the firſt, with all his natural facuſties and powers, 


| VL } 

That by this faith alone which '@ the git, whith © from abvvr, 
(and not that faith which eithet'inthe wilderneſs or gac- 
den of the old nature, andis fed'by the oldaeſs of the Hetter, and 

| not 
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not by the gewneſle of the Spirit) #-Chrift received. For Chrift 
can be received, by the faith alone that comes from him : and 
that faith which comes from him, cannot bur receive him. Mans 

' faith refaſeth him : it receiveth a litterall knoygledge of him from 
what it heareth from men, or from what it redder related inthe 
Scripture concerning him, but refuſeth the nature of the thing : 
and it cannot be otherwiſe ; for mand faith not being of the na- 
ture of ir, cannot but refuſe it. But this faith, which is given of 
God, which is from above, being of the ſame life and nature with 
Chriſt, cannot refuſe the ſpring ofits own life, bur receiverh him 
immediately. There is no diſtance of time, bat ſo ſo0n as faith is 
received,Chrift is received, and the ſoul united to him in the faith, 
As unbeliefe immediately ſhuts hicm our, ſo faith lets him inim- 
mediacely, and centers the ſoul in him : and the immortall ſoule 
feeles che immortall vertue, and rejoyces in tbe proper ſpring of 
its own immortall nature.But the faith of man never rezches his, 
never receives Chrift, but only a relation ofthings concerning him: 
and with chat faith which tands in the letter, oppoſes that faith 
which Rands in the life. And here's the ſpirit of Antichrift, here's 
the miftery of iniquity working out of one forme into another : 
for Antichriſt does not direRly deny Chriſt, or deny the letter, but 
cryes up Chtift, cryes up the letter, cryes up ordinances, but ſo as 
they may feed thefaith of his own nature, and maintain an hope 
there. And thus the ſpicic.of man is at unity with what will feed 
his own, with what interpretations his own anderftanding can ga- 
ther out of the Scriptures. 'And thus can he cry up Chrift, and ſay 
he hopes to be ſaved by him, while the ſpirit of enmity againſt che 
nature of Chrift lodpeth in his-heart. This is Antichriſt, where 
ever he is found, and this is his faith, and great is his knowledg,and 
many are his coverings; but ;the Lord is ſearching him out, who 
will trip him, and make his naKedneſſe appear. 


Y1I, 


T hat Cbriſt « recrived 4a 4 grain of muſtard ſeed.Chriſt is ſuch 

a thing, as every eye, bat the eye of this faith deſpiferh. He is che 

flone, which the wiſdome of the builders in all ages bath rejeRed. 

Lhey look for a glorious Meſſtab, but they -know him not in his 

, bomjhation in the little ſeed, our of which he is to-grow up into 

his glory:and ſo they miſſing of = ehing;bujid up only with bigh 
2 


Imagi- 
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imaginations in the airy mind concerning the thing. As when 
God ſent Chriſtin the fleſh,there was no form nor beauty in him, 
The 7ews,whoſe hope and expeRation lay there, yet ſaw no man- 
ner of comelineſſe, no deſireableneſſe 'in him : Even fo is ic now; 
When God comes to offer him to thoſe, that think they place all 
their hopes in him, they ſee no lovelinefſe in him, but refuſe him 
daily. What this little ching, ſmall like a grain of muſtard. ſeed, 
can this be the glorious Chriſt, hich the Scriptures have ſpoke 


ſo much of? why we know the deſcent of this (its father mother - 


and kinZred are with us) we find this in our own nature, Thus, 
lixe the Fews of old, they make a great noiſe about Chrift, but re- 
fuſe the thing it ſelfe, And this is for want of che true eye of faith, 
for if chey had that eye, they would ſee the vertue in the little 
ſeed, and receive him in his humiliation in their hearrs, where he 
knocks daily for entrance, and be content to wait till chis grain of 
muftard-ſeed grow ap into a great and glorious tree.Bnt for want 
of this eye, they keep him our, and let inthe painted murtherer, 
who dwells in them, and covers himſelfe, with a knowledg, a zeat, 
a faith, an hope, &c. inthe old nature, in the old veffel, in the 
o!d underſtanding: 8& thus they give God and Chriſt good words, 
while the evil! ſpirit bas their hearts, and dwells there, bringing 
forth his own oldevill fruit under an appearance of devotion and 
holineſſe. Hear now, ye wiſe in the letter, but ftrangers to the 
life ; There is a twofold appearance of Chrift in the heart. There 
is an appearance of him as a ſervant to obey the law, to fulfill the 
will of the Father in that body, which the father prepares there 
for him : and there is an appearance of him iff glory, to reign in 
the life and power of the Father, And'he that knows not the 
firſt of theſe in his heart, ſhall never know the ſecond there. And 
he that knows not theſe inwardly, (hall never know any outward 
viſible coming to their comfort. -For if Chriſt ſhould come our- 
wardly to reign ( as many expe ) yet to be ſure he would not 
reign in thee, whoſe heart he hath not firft entred into and ſub» 
daed to himſelf, which is only to be done by his appearance there 
firſt as a ſervant, and'then as a King, But what eftate are Chrifti- 
ans ( ſo called)now in,who know not him in them who is able to 
ſerve the Lord, bur are ſtriving and fighting in that nature where 
fin hath the power, and which can never overcome, being not in 
union with, but ſtravgers to that life and power which is the con. 
: querour ? 
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ur ? Therefore let all conſider in the depth of their hearts, 
for this is infallibly true: They that never received the ſeed of 
life in their hearts, never received Chriſt ; and ſuch ſhall never 
ahd ſuck ſhall never be free from ſin while they live (for having 
not received the ſon, who makes free, how can they be free in- 
deed ? nor be free from wrath when they are dead : For that 
faith concerning Chrift wilſtnot ſave them hereafter, which did 
not bring them to receive Chrift here. 


VII, 


T hat this ſeed being received, groweth up into its own form, Or is 
formed in that creature, into which it 1s received. It there grow- 
eth vp.into the body, in which it is to ſerve the Lord, and which 
body is to be glorified, whenir hath finiſhed irs ſervice. As a ſeed 
caſt into fitted earch, or the ſeed of man or besft ſowed in a fit- 
ting womb, receivech form and growch into a plant or living 
creature : ſois it with this ſeed in its earth.Open the true eye, O 
ye Chriftians, and begin to read the miſtery of godlinefle ! 


IX. 


That thi creature, or the ſpirit of life in thu creature (which it 
is union with, and which is never ſeperated from it ) « the 
Chriſtians rule, Gal. 6. 15, 16, 1 John 2. 27. Heb. 8. 10, 11. 
The Son is never without the Spirit of the Father, no not in.the 
ſeed : and che Spirit of the-Father is the ſons rule, Outward rules 
' weregiven to a ſtate without, ro men who were not brought to 
the life, but were exerciſed under ſhadows and repreſentations 
of the life: but che Son who is within,who is the ſubſtance of all, 
who is tbe life, who is one with the Father, whoſe proper righc 
the Spirit is, he is not tyed co any outward rule, but is to live and 
walk in the immediate light of the Spirit of his own life. And he 
that hath che Sos, hath chis rule : and be that bath not this rule, 
hath not the Son. And he that hath not the Son, bath not the true - 
faith (which immediately receives him)and ſois no Chriſtian, but 
hath Ron che name from the letter, having never received the na- 
ture from the Spirit, ro which alone the name belongs. 


X. 


He that bath (hriſft(or the ſeed of eteraall life,which is Chrilt) 
| TRENT | formed 
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fermed in him, which ſeed the Spirit alwayes dwelr in, and ntuer 
# abſent from, which ts the ſame Spirit which gave forth the Serip- 
tHres, he is 4 Capacity of underſtanding thoſe Scriptures which thas 
Spirit gave forth, as that ſpirit leads him into the underſtanding of 
them. But hethar hath not received chat whichis like the grain 
of muftard feed, and fo hath not Chrift,nor his Spirit ( whatever 
he may pretend to) he by all his ſtudies, arts, languages, reading 
of expoſicors, conferences, nay experiences, can never come. to 
the true knowledge of the Scriptures : for he wants the true key, 
which alone can open, He may have got a great many wrong 
keys, none of which can oper, but wants the true key of the true 
knowledpe,and ſo is ſhut out ef that, and only let into ſuch a kind 
of knowledge,as the wrong key can open into. And with this kind 
" of knowledg the marchants of Babi/e» have long traded, but their 
day is expiring apace,and their night of lamentation and howling 
hafteneth. 


XI, 


Though he can underſtand the Scriptures,as the Spirit leads bins 
into the knowledge of them, and cax ſet his zeal to the truth of them, 
yer be cannot call them bus rule : for having received the life for 
his rale, and knowing it to be ſo, he cannot call another thingſe; 
He'that hath received the new covenant into his heart, wich the * 
laws of the life thereof written there by the Spirit of life, who 
doth write them there even in the leaft of all that beleeve, as wel 
as in the greateſt, he knoweth chat this living writing is his rule. 
The Scriptures give relation where the covenant and law of life 

is writ, andif 1 will read it, thither muſt I go whirher the Scrip- 
tures point me.I muſt go to Chriſt the book of life,and read there 
with that eye which Chriſt gives, if I read the things of life. *And 
the Scriptures are willing to ſurrender vp their glory to 
Chriſt, who was before them, 2nd is above them,-and 
" ſhall be after them : bar there is a falſe ſpirir, which hath ſeared 
it ſelfe in a littera!l knowledge of the Scriptures, and bath formed 
images and likenefſes of truth from it (every one after the imagi- 
nations of. his own heart) and all theſe fall, if Chriſt the life ap- 
pear : and ſo this Spirit cryes up the Scriptures now in a way of 
deccit, juſt az the Jews cryed up Moſes. It was a good remove to 
withdraw the car from the falſe Church, and to liften to the oy 
% ceitt- 
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ft which the Scriptares give of Chriſt : but it is the ſedu» 
cing ſpicit'which temp:s ro ſtick by the'way, and to rear up buil. 
dings and forms ef knowledge from the: letter of the: Scriptures, 
and not to come to feel aſter, unity with, and live in Chriſt the 
life. And unleſle ye come to this, your reading, ofthe Scripture is 
vain, and all your gatheripg rules of practiſe, and comforts from 
promiſes, will endin vanity : for until ye know, ard have recei- 
vedche thing ic ſelfe, ye are at a diftance'from that to which all 
belongs. A lively and glorious teſtimony of truth hath God beld 
forth in this age, at which all that tick io the letter c2nnot bur 
ſtumble ; and there is no poſſibillity of knowing or receiving it, 
but by feeling the true couch of the inward life of it. Wiſdome is 
jaftified of her children : but chey char are not born of her, can- 
not juſtifie her womb or birth, 
- To the ewe who were an outward people, there was an out- 
ward rule given, a law of commandements, ſtatutes, judgements, 
and ordinances, proper to that ſtate wherein they were, and to 
that ching to which che miniſtry was : But all this was to be done 
away,.and to end in that which all this repreſented. So that to 
Chriftians,Chrift the ſubſtance being come,which is the end of all 
theſe ſhadows,the trne ew being raiſed in the immediate life,now 
there'is a negeſſicy of the immediate life for the rule. To them. 
ander the Goſpe!,to them who are come to the ſubſtsnce,to them 
who'are begotten and born inthe life, there can be norule propor- 
tionable to their fate, but Chriſt the ſubſance,Chriſt the life, here 
he alone is the light; the way, the truth, che rule, the Spirit is here 
the rale, the new creature the rule, the new covenant the rule,xil 
which are in unity together, and be that hath ore of them, hath 
them all,and he that hath not chem all, bath none of them.$o thar 
direQions taken out of the Scripture, cannot be the rule to bit 
who isthe true Chriftian, but the meaſure of grace,the meafure of 
light, che meafdre of the Spirit, the meaſure of the gift received 
into the living ſoule from the ſpring of life, this is the alone rule 
of life. But Chriſtians in the degeneration have loſt this, and fo 
havetaken up words -for a rule, (.which were not given to 
end) and ſo with deduQtions by the earthly part, they feed the 
earthly part: What is fed by mens Scripture knowledge, but the 
earthly underftanding ? che earthly will heated, the eartbly affe- 
Rions warmed, and of che fruits of this earth they bring ſacrifices 
co 
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16 
to God : and they are angry that God hath raiſed ap 4bel, their 
younger brother, who offers up the Lamb of God to God, and 
ſerves the living God in his own living ſpirit, and with the faith 
that comes from him, Abel: religion Rands not in that part 
wherein all other mens religion ſtands, but in the death of thar 
part ; and in the railing up of another pare, wherein life ſprings. 
Canye mildly receive theſe gentle leadings ? do not provoke the 
the tender heart of the Lamb againſt you, who alſo hath the voice 
of a Lyon, and can roar terribly out of his holy mountain againſt 
the enemies of his life and Spirit, 


A 


Neceſſary warning, and of very great impor- 
tance to all that call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
hope for a thare in the book of life, and the eſca- 
ping the damnation of hell, which is their porti- 
on Whoſe names are Written in the booke of 
death, and blotted by God out of the book of 
\life, though they hope to find them written 
there. Hear and conlider. ? 


T is recorded, Rev, 22. 18, 19. If «»y man ſoall adde unto 

theſe things, G14 thall adde unto him the plagner, that are write 
ren in this book. 4nd if any man frall take away from the words of 
the book of rhis prephecy, God ſhall take away bus part cnt of the buck 
of life, and ont of the holy City, and from the things which ave writ- 
ten in this buck, 


Great are the plagues that are written in this book, even the 
powring ont of eteyuall wrath without mixture, torment day and 
might in the preſence of the Lamb, &c. As the growth, and fulneſs 
of the miſtery of iniquity is ſpoken of in this book: ſo the meaſu- 
ring out ofthe fulneſle of wrath to it, is ſpoken of alſo.And great 
is the life and bleſſedneſs,that is here promiſed to thoſe that fight 
with, and overcome the miſlery of iniquity, and receive not 7 
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ofthe marks or:names of che beaſt, nar. are ſubje&; te. any of his 
hornes, though be puſh.never-{o hard wich zhear.., N; 
with all the plagues here threatned,and to miſs of all the blefled- 
neſſe here.promiſed, is it not a ſad tate ? Why, he that addeth 
to theſe things bere ſpoken, or diminiſheth -from the words of 


this prophecy, the Lord hath ſaid this ſhall befa}] him. Therefore 


inthe fear of that God who bath ſpoken this, and... will make 
g00d, let every gne ſearch who is theadder, who, is. the dimi- 
niſher> ' 7 PTR 

Now mark, ſee if this be not a clear thing, He that giveth any 
other meaning of any Scripture, then what..is the true proper 
meaning thereof, be both addeth anddiminiſheth.;, he taketh a- 
way the true ſence, he addeth a ſence that is not true. The Spirit 
of the Lord is the true Expoſitor of Scriptures, he never addeth 
nor diminiſheth : bur man (being without that Spirit) doth bur 
gueſs, doth but imagine, doth but ſtudy or invent a meaning,an 
ſ0 he is ever adding or diminiſhing. This is the ſence ſaith one,this 
is the ſence ſaith another, this is the lence ſaith a third, this ſaith, 
a fourth : another that is witty, and.large in his comprehenſion, 
he ſayes they will all ſtand :another, perhaps more witty then he, 
ſayes none of them will ftand, and be invents a meaviog different 


from the all, And then,when they are thus expounding them they 


will ſay, take the ſence thus, it will yeeld this obſervation, or take 
it thus, and it will afford this obſervation, Doth not this plainly 
ſhew, tbat be who thus ſaith, bath not the Spirit of the Lord to 
open the Scripture to him, and manifeſt which is the true ſence, 
but is working in the miſtery of darkneſſe > And yet this very 
perſon, who is thus working with bis own dark ſpirit in the dark, 
will in words coofeſle, that there is no true underſtanding or o0- 
peving of Scripture but by the Spirit of God, If it be ſo, how da. 
reft thou ſet thy imagination, thy fancy, . thy reaſon, thy under- 
ſtanding on work, and ſo be gueſſing art that which the Spirit 
doth -not open to thee, and ſo art found adding and diminiſh- 
wg? 

Now he that is the adder, he that isthe dimiciſher, he cryeth 
out againſt the Spirit of the Lord, and chargeth bim with adding 
and diminiſhing : for man being judge, be will judge bis own 
way to be true, and Gods ro be falſe. That which is che adding 
and diminiſhing, he calls the true expoundiog of the place : 4 
| D 
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if the Svirit'd{xbre Lot Miniediately! openceny thing tb any ſon 
er d:yghtcr, Ne cries thisi9 ant'addingeo the word: The Scripture 
5 Wrirren, thetEart no/thor6revelations ro be expected now,the 
curſe ſ4ich he, is co them that »dfe, Thus he removes.che curſe 
from his own Spirit, and way of ſtudy and invention to. which ic 
appertains, and caſts itupon the Spirit ofthe Lord, And:man can« 
not pflibly avoifthis inthe way thar he is in: forhaving firk.: 
judged his own dirknedſeto be hgtie, then'in the next place be; 
mu't needs judge the true light co be darknefſe, He chat harh .; 
aforehand fer up his own invented meaning of any Scripture to be 
the rrue mearpng, he muſt needs oppoſe the true meaning,and call 
it f.\ſe, and fo apply timſelfeto forme all che arguments be can 
out of other Scriptures, to make it appear falſe, Thus man, baving 
begun wrong it his knowl edge of the Scriptures, ftands engaged 
ro make uſe of them againſt the Lord, and againſt his own ſoul 
and yet reall/ in himſelf chinks rhar he makes a right uſe of them, ; 
and that he ferves the Lord,and that he is not oppoſing his truth, ! 
bor oppoſing error and herefte; while he himſelfe is in the error, 
and in'the herefte, and agairſtthe truth, being a ſtranger to char 
Spirit, in whoſe immediate life end preſence the erath grows, 

Did the Lord in theſe words,of forbidding to adde or diminiſh 
upon ſo great a penalty, lay a reftraine and limit upon his owne* 
ſpirit, thatir ſhould no'more hereafter ſpeak in his fons & dzugh» 
ters,or did he intend ro lay bounds npen the unruly ſpirit of man? 
D.d God leave mans ſpirit at Iiberty to invent and'form meanings 
of his words, and bind up his ownefpivie from Ipeaking further 
words afterwards 2 When [es ſaid, thon fhale not adde nor 
diminiſh, was this to be any top to the Prophets, in whom God 
ſhould ſpeake afterwards? 1s not this one of the ſubtle Serpencs 
inveations, to keep up the eſteem of mans invented meanings as 
the true ſence, and'to make a fortification againft the entrance of 
that ſpirit, which can diſcover all his falſe interpretations of the 
troe words of God, and to make him ſee that he is the adder and 
the diminiſher, -and that his name will not be found in the book 
of life, when the true lighr is held fo-th to read by. 

Bur this is generall,extendin$to ai Scriptures, my drift is more 
pa: ticulzr concerning adding. co the things,or diminiſhing from 
the worcs of the book of thisprophecy. * | 

There are two chingl chiefly fpoken of in'this book, Miſtery= 
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| A Neceſſary Warning. 19 
Sion, Miſtery- Babilin z-the true Churghy/ che falſe Church ;.che 
Lambs wife, the whore: the biding.of Mubtery: Sren,ahe appearing 
of Miſtery-Zabilon in her place : the flying of the Church out of | 
* her heaven inco the wildernels, leaving all behind her which ſhe / 
could not carry along with her, even-all the ordinances and inftr” 
euctions of Chriſt, wherein 6rce ſhe ' appeared. worſhipping and 
ſerving God ; and the ſtarting of the fatle Church into ber place; 
taking up all that ſhe ha |efc, even a)l the ordinances and ti;fticu- 
tions of Chriſt inthe letcer, thus covering ber ſelfe wich the form 
of godlinelle, with the ſheeps cloathing, chat ſhe might paſſe the 
better for the true Church : And the Dragon, who mannaged the 
war againſt the woman and ber feed, rajſeth.up firſt one beat,apd 
thenanother, and ſ:cs this whore on. the top of them, who with 
the cup of fornication makes all the earth drunk, all nations, pe0- 
ples, kindreds,tongues, languages. Andihe beaſt he bas his horns 
'Every where, his marks every where, his names every where, and 
allo his image in every part of Babi/on. And who will not wer- 
ſhip him, be tights with z yea fuch as are ied þy God co rene from 
the whore, he calls ſchi{maticks; hereticks, blafpbemers, and per- 
ſecutes chem as perſons-aoe worthy to live. Thus he flare of chings 
is quite changed, the pawer of zruth loft, the form ſer np wichour 
it ; thoſe that ſeek after the power bated, perſecuted and bJaſphe-» 
med, thoſe that lye Kill vader - any diche beglts 'forms, they -go 
for good Chriſttans ; fur members: of the; yiſible;Church, 10 
called by ther: (1 £5 rod yn nn be 
Now, mark »He thatc8ljs any thing the Church, bue wha this 
/boak calls the Church, he' adds : be that Yorh nog know the wil- 
derneſſe, and own the Choreh-in the wilderrieſſe, be diminiſhes : 
The Church of Rawe 15 nofthe Church inthe wilderreſle, the 
Chyrch of Scorland-15! BOL) the Church: in-the wilderneſſe, the 
Church of Eygland is nattbe'Ghurehio the wildercefſe.che leve- 
rall-gachered Churches arg.nogeof they the Church is che wil- 
deinels ; al] ebete have fpranmgaup: incethe-Chyrches flight, and 
bave appeared tdiber ab/ence, yſtypirg ber came, appropriating 
it to themſelves, bux God-( who gave it co the rw oy. not 
given it them ; and ſochey maſt lyole it again, when God brings 
| back the Church out of Be midermatl Sq. ke <bac calls choſe, 
which formerly were the jaftieutions acd ordinaoces of Chriſt, 
which the woman left bebio Tot, and which the hacloc hath 
| 2 got 
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20 A Neceſſary Warning. 
got and'attited her elf with; which ſhe now appears in , and 
wherewith the Dragons now worſhipped, he adds to this book, 
which fayes the outward court way given to the Gentiles, and the 
true Church had nothing left her but the inward remple, wherein 
alone the trne worſhippers worſhipped : -and they that worſhip 
elſewhere,ate the falſ worſhippers worſhipping in falſe Temples, 
in Temples'6f the whoriſh ſpitits building rake it either outward- 
ly or inwardly, for it ho|dstruein both: He thar makes the beaſts 
names fewer ther) the y-ate, or his marks fewer then they are, or 
his hornes fewer then they are, or his imape ſeſle then it is, he di- 
_miniſhes. And the davger hereofis not (mall. For if any man 
warſhip the beaſt hnd bi ind-1g4, and veceive his mark in hu forehead, 
'or #1 bis hard the fame ſhalt Arixke of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which powred our wit hott mixture into the cup of his indignation, 
'and be ſhall be trrmemed with fire and brimſtone in the preſence of 
'#he holy Angels, and in the preſence of the Lamb: and the ſmoak of 
their torment afcendethup for ever and ever, And they have no ref 
day nor night, whi worſhip the beuft and bis image, and whoſotver 

reeetveth the mark ofbar wame, Rev. F4. 9, &c. 4 
" Now this Iaffirty, whoſoever" has not the name of $1on, the 
-mark of $59», which received-of her in the wildernefſe, where 
the living God ts with ber, and where he is taught by God the 
laws of che wildernefſe-worſhip, and- in ſome meaſure to teftifie 
againſt all/the cortupted ordinances, and inftirutions which have 
the beaſts marks,and go now abroad in the world onder the beafts 
name : 1 ſay, whoever lias not cherruemark of $50y, it is impoſ- 
fible for him-co-ayoid the mark of Babi/on:and he who avoids not 
the mark, canner eſcape theplagues. But he chat hath the mark 
-of Sion, he by a ſectet inward inftin& of true life, is led from the 
marks of Bebilox* and if he faithfelly follow the guidance, from 
our of all the n#nves; and from ualler alt che horns; 
- Ttis nor enough to rent fronPopery, andfirdown under the 
power and government of the ſamEfpiric in another form, or-ro 
rent ſrom Epiſcopacy, and the fame ſpirit fix down in Pres- 
- bitery ; oro rent from Presbitery, and the ſame ſpirit ſir down 
ins form of Independency,or Anabaptiſme;ar to ret from theſe, 
. and the ſame(fpitit fir down'in way of ſeeking and waiting, "and 
reading of words of Scripture, and gathering things from thence 
 vithourthe life ; boe the crue religion conſiſts in knowing , and 
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following 4 true guide tothe Church in the wilderneſſe, and 
there to receive the marke, the living marke, which will pre- 
ſerve out of all inventions, and further progreſle of the dead 
ſpirit. 

Now therefore look about you, know the ſpirit of whoredom, 
and ſee how ye have been begotten in the adultery, and born of 
the whore,and haye ſerved the Dragon,and worſhipp<d his dead 
idols, and not the living God. And be not ſatisfied with changing 
of forms & dreſles)which sre but the ſeveral deceitful appearan- 
ces of the whore ( bur pur off chat ſpirit, leaſt when ye have hated 
thEwhore,and burnt her fleſh as ſhe appeared in one form, ye give 
your ſelves up to her again, when ſhe appears in another forme : 
for the plagues are not ſo much co the form wherein the whore 
appears, as to the whorifh ſpirit : and whoſoever is found under 
her dominion, in any of her territories, under any of her formes, 
with that mark of hers upon them which belongs to that particu- 
lar form, though never ſv curiouſly painted, he ſhall drink of the 
unmixt cup of wrath. 

Therefore tremble all ſorts of people, pluck off your falſe co- 
verings, ſee the ſhame of your nakedaeſſe, while it may be for 
your advantage ſo to doe. The Angel is gone forth, the corn-is 
reaping and gathering iato the garner, many Lambs are broughe 
into the fold of ererlaſting reſt, Sox is redeeming, the true life 
is riſing, the whorifh ſpirixis judging,the dore of life is yet open: 
doe not lye ſecure inthe whores wiſdome ! Do not lye flumber- 
ing, and reaſoning, and diſputing from the letter ofthe Scripture, 
till che gathering be finiſhed, till the doore be ſhut, till che eter- 
nall flames ſeize upon you, and ye find your felves in the boſome 
of hell unawares, and ſee the children of the Kingdom in Abra- 
bams boſon, but your ſelyes ſhut out, and left to weep and waile 
and gnaſh your teeth. 

Surf But how may TI avoid adding to the things, and dimi- 
ſhing from the words of this prophecy, and of other Scriptures, 
| _ may not meet with the weight of this curſe, or miſle ofthe 

elling? 

y+ 4 Doſt thou ask this queſtion from thy heart, in the ſim- 
plicity, out of the fleſhly wiſdome? then hearken with chat ear, 
and thou ſhale ſer thy ſeal to mine anſwer. Fe 

1. Waic for the key of knomledge, mhich is Gods free pſt. 
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Do not £9 with a falſe key co t1e Scriptures of truth, for it will 
not open them. Min is to0 haſty ro Know the meaning of the 
Scriptures, and to enter into the things of God, and {v he climbs 
u9 over the doore with his own underſtznding, but he has nor 
p:tierice tO wait to know the door, and to receive the key which 
opens ad ſhuts the doore : and by chis means he gathers death, 
out of words which came from life. And this 1 dare poſitively 
affirme, that all that have gone this way to work, have bur a dead 
knowledg2,and it is death in them that feeds upon this knowledg, 
and the life is not raiſed. Confid:r now the weight of this cou n- 
ll in che true ballance !-There is no opening of the Scrip:ures, but 
by the true key : nor is there any coming at the key, til} the Lord 
pleaſe to give it. What then is to be done, but only ro wait (in 
the ſilence of that part whieh would be forward, and running be- 
fore hand) till che key be given, and to know how to receive it, 
as itis cffered in the light, and not to waitin the will, or expeR to 
receive it according to obſervations in the fl:ſhly wiſdome from 
the letter? | # 59k 
2. Let not thy underſtanding have the mannaging of chis key, 
when it is given ;but know the true opener, the fu uſer of the 
key,the hand which can only turnthe key aright:and let bim have 
the mannaging both of bis own key, and of chine undgrſtanding. 
Do not run in thine own underſtanding, or inthine owile will to 
fearch ont the meaning of Scripture; for then thou feedeit with 
the Scripture, that which it is the intent of all words of life to de* 
Rroy : bat as thou waiteſt for the key at firſt, o continually wait 
for the appearances and movings of the uſer of the key,andhe wil 
ſhut out thy underftanding and will continually, which would fiil 
be running after the litrerall part of Scripenres, and let thee into 
the life both of the prophecies and doQtrines thereof, ' Min when 
he hath received a true gift from God, he would be mannaging 
of it himſelfe, and co be fure he will mannage it for himſelfe (for 
the gratifying and pleaſing of himſelf, and not for God) and then 
' God, being provoked, takes away the ſubſtance, and leaves him 
the ſhell, Thereſore he that hath received a gift, muft be very 
watchful againft that which would betray,or he may eaſily looſe 
it:for thoagh the gifts and caling of God are without repentance, 
yet if that lay bold of the gife which was noccalled, and ro which 
4t was not given, the Lord will thruſt that by, and take away his 
_ $ift fromir, z, Do 
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13.1 Doanorgralt any of che fruic of the tree of life vpon the rreg 
of knowledge, for it will not grow there ; an appearance, a like- 
neſle of the trne fruie m:y grow there, but the true fruit ic ſelfe 
willnot, My meaning ts, dye not make a trea/ury of knowledge 
inthe underſtanding parc wi ich is co periſh, but know the true 
treaſury of all che ehings of Iife, which is in the life it ſelfe, and in 
chat undzrſtanding which is formed, kepr, and lives in the life.Ly 
no Manns by to feed upon io the old ftore houſe ( leſt the flsſþly 
part ſhould be running cluther, when irs fleſhly appetite is kindled 
after foud ) bur daily receive the continuall bread from the hand 
of life. The wiſdom of tbe life ſtrikes at : hy vi dom and underſtan- 
ding,and if ever thou wilt grow wiſe any morethere, thou looſeft 
chis,and canſt not poſſibly retaine it : for that part is then getting 
upin thee, in which it cannot be held, but only a ſhadow, an i- 
mage, a reſemblance ad likenefle of it, which fcedythpd pleaſes 
thar part, which fain would have life, but cannoe know ir, and 
therefore is neceſſicated to make images and likeneſſes, of things 
in Heaven or things in earth, that ir might have ſomewhat. 

- 4+ Take not up a reft in openings of things, though by the true 
key. Take heed of over-valluing that kind of knowledge : for 
char part which over. vallues that knowledge, will preſently be 
paofr up wich it: but there is a more excellent, and ſafer kind of 
knowtedge to be prefled after, which is a knowledge of things by 
receiving of them. There is a knowledge of things, by the Spirits 
opening the words which ſpeake of them ( or by mward imme- 
diate prophecies from the word of life in the heart: ) this is an 
excellent knowledge, and not to be found in the earthly pirt of 
man ; yet the earthly parc ( when this knowledge is given ) is 
very apt to be (ſwelled andexalted with it : buc then chere is 
alſo a knowledge, which arifech from the gifc of the thing it ſelfe. 
This knowledgeis very precious, and much more ful! ard cercain 
then the other, having the nature and immediate power of life in 
it ſelf;and ſois perfcRly able to preſerve, As for inftance,to make 
ir more plaine : There may be a knowledge of *uſtification, by. 
the Spirits opening the words written ia Scripture concerning 
juſtification, and the blood of ſprinkling, ( and this is a good 
knowledge, where there is a true opening of it from the Spirit : ) 
bat then there is a knowledg by feeling of the blood of ſpriokling 
in the heart, and by ſeeing with the new eye the way of its juſtifi 
Cation ; 
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24 A Neceſſary Warning. 
cation ; and in this knowledge is the power and the" cleanfingof 
the life received,- which in the other was butſpoken of, There- 
fore reſt not in openings, or prophecies, or true meanings of theſe 
things ( though this kind of knowledge is very excellent, and 
hath been very rare ) but wait to feele the thing it ſelfe, which 
the words ſpeak of, and to be united by the living Spiric ro that, 
and then thou hift a knowledge from the nature of the thingit 
ſelfe : and this is more deep and inward, then all the knowledge 
that can be had from words concerning the thing. | 

5. When thou feeleſt things, then ſeek their preſervation in the 
proper ſpring of cheir own life. Letthe root bear thee, and all thy 
knowledge, with all thats freely given thee of God, When thou 
feeleſt thy ſelfe leavened with the life , and become a brarch ſhot 
out of the life, then learn how to abide in the life, and to keep all 
thats given thee there, and have nothing which thou maiſt call 
rtfine own any more, but to be loſt in thy ſelfe, and found in hiar; 
Know the land of che living, wherein all che things of life live,and 
can live no where elſe. | 

Now inall this, in this whole courſe, from the very firſt ſtep of 
it, there's certainty, there's ſtability, there's infallibility. From 
the very firft opening of thetrue key, I begin to learne ſomwhat 
of Gcd,and to learn certainly, and feel an aſſurance and eftabliſh- 
ment init : and growing up here, ] grow up in the true learning, 
and in the true ſettlement , and ſo I am not unlearned and unfta- 
ble, wrefting the Scriptures to my own deftruRion : for I take 
none of the knowledge of the Scrip:ures from my ſeife, from my 
own underſtanding, from my own ftady and invention, or from 
the ſtadies of other expoſitors, bur from a certain hand. And how 
can he reft Scripture, who is kept ſingle,and has no deſire to have 
any thing to be the meaning of it, bur what is the meauing,nor no 
will ro know the meaning, further then the good wil of him whoſe 
Spirit penned it, thinks good to give forth the meaning to him; 

aq d who waits to receive this,not to feed the luſtfull knowing part 
in himſelfe, but to feed the life with it > and when the life hath no 
uſe for it, he is content to have it ſhut up, and to be without it ; 
I tay, how is it poſlible for this man to wreſt Scriptures ? But now, 
a man that hath taken in a body of knowledge already, be goes to 
the Scripture, ard bends it to make it ſpeak anſwerzble to that : 
and whece it ſpeaks contrary, be invents a way to make it comply, 

; and 
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and ſo wreſts Scriptures forward & 
agreable.ro yhas 


every ſort of perſons, p 
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backward,to make.them ſpezk | 
he bas already received and belecved. Thus 
apiſts and proteftants, bend the Scriptures' 


to make them ſpeak = formable to their opinions and praRiſes, 

not having the true learning which gives to read them in the true 
Originall, where the knowledge of what they ſpeak ard meane is 
certaine : and (o they arealſo zxſtab/e, and ſubjeR to be ſhaken 


by a wind of reaſon which is fironger then their own. 
wrefting of Scripture is co their own d:ſtration ; 


And this 


for that parr, 


which is ſo much as deſirous to bend a Scripture, is to be C 'eftroy- 
ed; and thatpart cannot receive the true knowledge, but ſtumbles 
in its own wiſdome and way of ſeeking, at the wiſdome of God, 


and at the true gay of finding. 
But che foregoing co 
ſerve gut of this, 


Fi , faithfully hearkened unto, will pre- 
o bring tothe true means, ard to the true 


uſe of the means, which all nations, who have drunk of thewhores 
cup, have erred concerning, and taken the falſe for the true. The 
ugg, this wine hath made all nations, peoples, rongues ard 


up t he meiny 4 Fg 
| 

perro 

wg | 


a iritand 
- rnuch as to know. 


the heat of their drinke have cryed 
| ordjnances, the ordinances &c, not 
yok from the ſpirits of the whores 
ot from the Faber: meek, calm, gentle leadings of the 
,and fo in a fleſhly zeale bave ſet up the whores 
ad of the lambs means, and contend for them with the 
3pons. Now it is impodlible for avy man ſo, 
true means, ti)l che whores wine be purged 


out of him # for that wil! make hind erre in Judgment, and rzke 
the falſe for the true. And which way ſhall he ever come to the 
Kingdome, which has lighted upon the wrong means > or how 
- ſhall heever come to the true means, who never yet ſaw the 
witchery of the whoriſh ſpirir from. the life, and how he himſelfe 
has been bewitchr, and coſened with.che falſe inſtead of the true ? 


as for inflance, * 


Prayer, that is generally eaken for a means \Aske, ard it ſhall be 
given you ; (eek, and ye ſpall find : knockands it ſhall be cpened to you, 


If Parents, which are evill, know how to give 
dren: how wuch mare ſoal the heavenly Fat 


ood gifts ro their chil- 
"give the holy Spiris 


ro.chew that ack him, This therefore is an undoubted thirg, that 
prayer is a means, 


Arſw 


RISE *,.] , . 
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26 of the Uſe of means,  — 
Anſw. Trae, there is a prayer which, is a means, and there isa 
prayer which js not-a meags. There is a prayer which is at ordi»= 
nance, and, there is a prayer which is an iavention, There is 4 
prayer which is the breath ofthe true chi}d, and'there is a prayer” 
which is che breath of che flcſhly parr, a breath of the whoriſh 
fpiric. There isa prayer of the fj: birth, and there is a prayer of 
the ſecond-birth, both which cry and 'weep to God'for rhe ſame 
thing. Now the one of cheſe is the true means, the other nor: one 
of them is Chriſty ordinance, the other is antichriſts ordinance. 
Now the queſtiqn is, which of theſe thy prayer is > whether it be 
thine own brexth, or God: breath ?*wherhec it come from the- 
renewings of the Spiric of life, or from, thine own naturall part 
painted ? for accordingly, ic.is either-che true means, or the falſe 
meass. If it be the true means, it ſhall baye the thing, the Spirit, 
the life, the kingdome ir prayes for + if it he rhe falſe means, it 
can never cbtain it. Papitts, they pray ; Ptoteſfants, they pray ; 
ſome in forms, ſome without forms; ſome megſtating before hand, 
ſome not m;dirating: are all theſe the trye means, of are'any of 
them the true means? The breath; of thi crectild% eheonly tree 
prayer ; and he prayes only intfe Moving, and iti tife dmg of 
that Spiric that begathim.: and this 4 prayer accord to the 
will, in the life, and from the power, Bue* all” mens .prayers,. ac» 
cording to times they ſet co themſeles x acroningro fon 3 
of defires in their own minds, whick they offer n $o'S *witti't 
nature and hearcthar ſinrech;againft him; "els are falſe means, 
and may facisfie the drunken ſpicig'erred fronythe life, butare no 
means £0 the eroth. * ET | | 
Canftchou pray? how cameft thou ra learn, to 'pray?; waft 
thou taught from above ? or didfithon gain the skill'and abilkiy, 
by the exerciſe and improvement of thine. own naturall part ?- 
Did@thou begin. witty fighs and groans, ſtaying there, till the. 
ſame ſpirit that taughr thee *ro groan, taught thee alſo to ſpeak ?- 
Waſt thou ever able co diflioguiſh the ſighs and groans of the 
Spirirs begerting, from the ſighs and.groans 'ofthy own naturall 
and aff: ionate part? and bath chat-parc; with all its pdings 
groaning-, defires, endeayours, &c been thruſt aſide, and tbe feed 
immortal raiſed by«he Spiric oferernall life, which ' reachertrro 
cry and mourn, and at length ro ſpeak to'the Father for the pre- 
leryation ang nouriſhment of itg life 2 If ic hath been thas _ 
ce 
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, then thop haſt kgown that prayer. which is che true means. 
bets | hg! gong NP ng, and wich never 


0 great affe&ions, and ſtrong delires, this is all but the falſmeans, 
with ics falf warmth from the 4 ehis is but the means which 
che whoriſh Spirit (which is not in union with the life and power, 
but keeps the ſeed in bendage )has ſer up inttead of the true means. 
Andrtys can,ppver Jead co truch, buckeeps alive Gods enemy un- 
depthis pleaſant cqvering:neither is this the, wo:ſhip of the livirg 
God, bur as itis from another ſpirit, ſo it isro another ſpiric, 

O learn to be ſober!come our of this d: unken fury and conſider 
things mildly and fſcriouſly, Do not make a great outcry of ordi- 
nances,Qrdinances z the means,the means. This is the voyce of the 
clamorous woman, who with her loud noiſe, would fain keep you 
fromiftning after the ſill voyce of tfue wiſdome,which cannor be 
heprd in the midft of this great noiſe and hurry in your ſp.rits ; but 
conſider which are the true ordinances, which are the true means; 
which arethe likeneſſes man has framed, and which is the true 
_—_ felf.And if ye could once be mild, gentle and calm,& turn 
fro your own wiſdome and fleſÞly knowledge of things it mighe 
Pleaſe God ro remave your ſtumbling blocks, and to open that 
eyeinyou which can ſte the antichriſtian nature, and diſcern be- 
tweenthe coverings,which it hath formedto hide irs deceitſull (pi- 
rit under,and the true garment and cloathirg of life. But the ſeedof 
the Kingdome is |ittle,and ye are great, how can ye enter into it ? 
the pearl lies hid in rhefield,and ye are gazing up to Heaven how 
can ye ſee it? Chriſt is deſcended into the lower parts of the earth, 
and ye are uling means to aſcend upwards inthe wrorg nature, 
how can ye meet with him? the Goſpel hath been hid, che Sun 
hath not ſhined,it hath been night, and ye have got many falſcan> 
dlesz which way canye acknowledge the little plimmering of the 
day ftar, who have ſuch fatisf: ior tn 'the warmth of your falſe 
fires ? yeare far from the true light, who have not yet received fo 
much of it, as to diſcover the darkneſſe of the night ! Ye arecoo 
high, coo wiſe, too knowing for Chriſt, or for the ſight and ac- 
knowledgment of the true means which lead to life. And if ye 
could once come to ſee this, there might be ſome hope bur in thar 
wiſdome wherein your life and knowledge ftands, ye are ſhur ont: 
znd yeare reaſoning and fiumbling at the ſtone, while others(who 
zre broken in ſpirit, and in meekneſſe and hymility lcd to try )find 

| B 2 it 
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it a ſure foundation, eyeh a foundation of eretnall Jife for the trye 
ſeed of life, ahd are built into the living City,which is made wich- 
out hands, and wichout any of the tools of mans wiſdome. 
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the dayes of the Apoſtles, with the hving ſealto 

it, which he that. hath eternall life | abiding. in 

him, can read and witnes ; but that wiſdomzeal 
and devotion which'is 1n thedeath, cannot.» 


E:ecr the univerſal degeneration and corruption of the Few- 

;þ ſtate, and the putting an end to the ſhadows thereof, by. 
the appearance and ſucceſſion of the ſubſtance, it pleaſed God to 
_ diffolve that people, ſtate and pollicy, and by the power of his 
life (without either che wiſdome or ſtrength of man) ro ſet.upon 
the heatheniſh world, which he ſubdued and brought under the 
powe: of his life, By his Apottles and meſſgngers,. who preached 
the evcriaiting Goſpel, the word of eternal life, he gathered aſ- 
iemblies up and down the nations, whom the nations by all their 
perſecutions could not {ubjeR;bur they reigned over them inthe 
power, authority, and dominion of God; For they were Kings 
and Prieſts to God inthe fight of all the Nations, and they did 
reign upon theearth.; in ſomuch as the heatheniſh ſpirit of man, 
obſcrving their orderin the Spirif, and the wiſdom and power of 
the Sp'cit among them, who by his living light was able co ſearch 
the be1rts of choſe that came to obſerve them, could not but ac- 
knowledge, that God was in. them ofa trath, ,, 

Now the next thing to be expeRed, is Satans oppoſition againſt 
this power of life,8 his ſtratagems to undermine it He withſtood 
the growth and ſert!ement of the Church, all that he could by o- 
pen force,making uſe both of the heatheniſh devout worſhippers, 
-- who forght for their «pirer, their Diana, and other gods and 
goddeſſes, and ofthe Fewifb devout worſhippers, who fought for 
their Temple- worſhip, with the Laws and ordinances of Ae/es, 
which were now expired. But neither of theſe would doe, but the 
Church in the power of life gained ground upon him, and did ra- 
ther thrive and increaſe, then diminiſh by AY” * 
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forenow be falls ro his ftratagems, he gers fome falſe bMthren oor 
of the Church(rhey went ox: from 14 )thele he cloaths asAngels of 
lighe, puts the ſheeps cloathing on their wolviſh ratare, makes 
them appear a like the Apoſtles as may be, endues them with an 
excellent taking knowledge of life and ſpirituallity in appearance, 
forms in them an image of the truth, and inſpires this imege wich 
the ſpirit of his own life, and with: theſe he goes forth into the 
world, and gathers the world «bout him. Now the world was 

+ preſently caken with this (rhe world went after him)for this is that 
rhe world would have, an appearance of religion, an image of 
truth, but their own ſpirit init, The worldly ſpirit, that flies off 
from the liſe, from the power, can readily cloſe with this,decauſe 
it is its 0wn.Bring forth-aever ſo high nbtions of religion and ſpi- 
ritual] wiſdome, the world will hug chem, the world will feed orr 
them, the world will cloath it ſelfe with them, The world can 
fwallow, and digeſt any thing bur life. Any pleaſant: pitare of 

things in heaven will down with the world : bur the natnre, the 
life, the eruth, the Spirit; Chriſt in his true and living croſle, this 
fill not down with the world, + | 

Now the Devil having thus fet up his falſe image in the world, 
ind gathered a party after him, then he ſers upon the Church : 
and the batte} goeth very hard, life ſtriving to defend, and dearth 
to overcome, How hard did the Apoſtles thrive-in their dav, to 
keep their converts to the ſimplicity of trath; 8 tothe way ther- 
of ( which'even then began-to be evill ſpoken of) writing Epiſtles 
to the Churches, warning them of the falſe Apoſtles, and wiſhing 
them to ftand their ground ! yea Chrift himſelfe writes ſevera't 
Epiſtles from heaven to ſome of them;cheking their backſl:dings 
and encoliraging them to renew th-ir zeal and ſtrength, pxting 
them jn mind of che Crown which attended the viRtory; Bot ar 
tength the D:vill with his ftcaragems prevails, gersthe p»>Mle(ſion 
of the Churches territories, and che Church is faine to fly for her 
preſervation : and ſech of her ſced as are left behind her, the ere- 
my makes war againſt, flayes, drinks their bloud. 

Now here's an end of all the glory of that ſtate : now the Di- 
vil hath gainedthe world again; The ſame ſpirir,that loft it urder 
the 'heatheniſh power (for there he was conquered) recovers it 
under an Antichriftian appearance; ſetting up the ſame wickednee, 
and the ſame courſe and current of death under forms of ge i= 
| : . lian 
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4121 refighon, ashe had done before under forms of Heatheniſh 
Gevolion. 7 «a1: 

Thus the D-vil bei: g conquerour, having gained the figld,- he 
divides the Ipoils among his army : he tk 5s whatever . was:the 
Churches, and m2ke» his own,2r.d ranks them in his way of Ants 
chriſtian religion and devotion : ſo that now henge forward,thaſe 
things whict-were oace Chriſts and the Churches, they are.nge 
all his, and diftcibuted by him among his follawers. He givesthe 
name Church to the whore which ke ſers up, he gives the name 
<Chriflizn to his Diſciples, he preſcribes baptiſme, and che Supper 4 ; 
( which he calls Sacraments )and praying,and preaching,and ligg» 
17g, which he calls publique ordinances, and he preſcribes prizaze 
duties and exerciſes of devotion; and he gets ghe-Jerter of che 
&criptures,and forms multitudes of meanings and ex;olitions,and 
has lying ſigns and wonders for {uch.as need them, that he migbe 
keep all the ſeverall Brig:des of-his army,quiet,uoderhis pay, agd 
might have ſome plenſing wares. of traffick, for every ſorc,of his 
Merchants in his Babslon. For this is the Ciry of chat'Ki ich 
he built after his conqueſt over the life,aad-which he hath enrigh« 
ed with the ſpoils from the hie. And ere all his fubjeRs, ſhall 
bave content, they ſhill have what they will, if they wil} -but-be 
faichſull co him inthe main, Call for-whac likeacfle, what inven» 
tion, what appcarance of truch chey will, they ſhill-haye.it, (o 
they will but becontent wichour life, No'gorjonabout the Spirit 
wil he deny them, ſo they. will be conteatwith-the notion, wichour 
che preſence of the living Spirit. They ſball.have-light in their 
underſtandings, warmth in their affeRians, j »yypeace, hope, come 
forc out of the Scripzures, They ſhall apply as many promiſes 
to them(elyes.as they will,have what they will, do what they will, 

ſo they keep out of the feeling of the living prirciple : but if once 
char ſtic, and there be any hearkning after that, chen he begins to - 
ſhew his tyrznay on the one hand to furce them back, and 'his 
ſt:-atagems on the other hand to tempt them aſide from ir. 
The devil, having thus gained the form,and enriched bimſelf with 
_the Churches ſpoils, and {lain chem which had che living reftimo.- 
ny, then he'falls co corrupting the form : For that. filthy ſpirir, 
though he cancloath timſelt with the form ro deceive from the 
life, & abid there,to keep down the life;yert he doesnot much love 
it, be loves his own fora becger :.and when he.is out of fee of 
" aſlaulcs 
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«fſaules fr6m che life, then he returns to his own form apaine, or 
pareſie op 4  7oppare more ſxitabte'co his own nartire, taking in 
omewba: of the other wich ic, eo make his owt puffs the becter 
(for if he ſhonld have recurned ©o the dire& heatheriſh forms of 
idolarry and falfe wo: ſhip, he could not fo well have iayn hid : 
therefore he makes a mix'u e of ſomewhat which was preſcribed 
the Fews, with ſome things found praiſed among the Chriſtians. ) 
Thus he broughtin inventions of croſſes, and imapes, and beads, 
and pictures, and reliques, and ceremonies beyond number, i1ſ0- 
much as not only clie I;fe and power was loft, bur the true likenefs 
atſo, even'fo loft, that ir is impoſſible for all the wiſCome of tharl, 
co recover the knowledpe of che likenefſe againe. Men teve itri- 
* yen much, bur.they never could form a true likenefle of the Primi« 
tive Church, andthe way thereof. 

Now, though it is the deſire ofthe Devill to keep rey inthe 
grofcnefſe of darkneſs; yet rather.then looe thewo;he will ler them 
haveſome'part ofthe form agzin : nay he will tempt them with a 
5p y appearance of the form, to Keep them from meetirg wich 

le power ang life, when he perceives true ſecret inward ftirfings 
in tfiem, which will not be quiered withour ſomwhac. Thits,wheh 
elrere was a ſtirring againſt Popery, he tempred afice into Epifco- 
pacy : when that would hold no longer, then ro 'Presbitery”: 
when that will not ſerve, iaco Independancy : when that will xot 
keepquier, bar ſtill there are fearchings farther, into Anabaptiſm- 
if that will not doe, .into'a way of ſetkirg and waiting : if this will 
not ſatisfle, they ſhall have high notions, yea moft pleaſant not?. 
ons concerning the Spirit, and concerning the life, if they will be 
bur ſatisfied without the lifei yea they ſhall have all rhe liberty in 
the creatures they can deſire(the beſt painted libercy) if they will 
bur be ſatisfied without that liberty, which Rtands nor in the cyea- 
cures out of the life, but over the creatures in the life. And he that 
rurns aſide to ghy of theſe, be is till under che dominion of thar 
ſpicic, and there he holds bis knowledge, and there be perfortnes 
his worſhip, and there he has his unity, his liberry, his life, his reft, 
his peace, his joy, his hope. Now no man can worfhip God, till 
he comes out of every part of this Babilcn,and his feer touth S12y, 
though there may be a ſecret pan:irg,and an unknown ſafery,znd 
an acceptation of the poor morning ſoul in the paſſage Ye; all 
forts of. people, here ye were attepred, in your ftirringsafter life, 
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in heer{niog to the leadings of life from out of the Babiloni(h 
Spirit - but your turning aſide to the Babiloniſh wiſdomein a new 
dreſſe, and fitting down in a new form of her inventing,, hath 
brought you to a loſle of life, and hath made you batefull to the 
living God, who hath drawn his ſword againſt you, and hath pre- 
pared his vialls, his thunders, his plagues, his woes : and ye muft 
drink of his cup with ſorrow, as ye have drunk of the whores cup 
with pleaſure. Ye that bave found a bed of pleaſure in any of y( 
forms, or inany of your notions, and ſo have found eaſe in be 
Sion of the whores painting ; ye muſt be caſt into the bed of for- 
row, and know the fire in Gods $i-x,and the furnace in bis Ferw- 
ſalem, if ever ye become an habitation for God, or expeR to feed 
on his holy mountaine- 

The condition of the Church all this while(all this time of Sa* 
tans reigne in forms of knowledg and worſhip) hath been very 
lamentable, andis expreſſed in Scripture by parables and reſem- 
blances of a ſad tate, She hath been as a City pulled down, like 
a ruined City, which needs rebuilding, before ſhe can come to be 
aCity again, (when the Lord ſhall build up Sion.) She hath begn 
like a wilderneſſe, barren, undreſſed, unregarded, She hath been 
like a mournfull widow,whoſe husband hath been rent from her, 
and her children ſlain.She hath loſt all her ornaments, all her gar- 
ments, all her ordinances, all ker appearances and wayes of life, 
1m ſomuch as'the wayes of Sion mourn. But Babilon, the mother 
of harlots, ſhe has got all the beauty, all the glory,all the Chur- 
ches attire, all the Churches ordinances,and all the trade and traf- 
fique runs thicher, and ſhe is cryed up foy thetrue Church ; and if 
any dare ſpeak a word againſt her, & for the true Church indeed, 
they are exclaimed againſt for ſchiſmaticks, and hereticks,and war 
prepared againſt them, and ſome or other of the b:aſts horns, pre» 
ſently puſhing at them. Thus it bas gone all the time of the Apo- 
ftacy, the whore has flouriſhed with che name ofthe Church,ma- 
king great merchandize of ſouls,ſelling their formall ſtuff for mo- 
ny; and abundance of children hath the whore brouz he forch,and 

nouriſhed wit h her milk of deceit:but the true woman, the Lambs 

wife with her ſeed,and che living food from her living breaſts, have 

had no place on the earth, 

. . Buc this tate of things is ended in part, and ending apace, The 

Lord God cflife is ariſen o,,, of his holy habitation to aſſault the 
| Dragon, 
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Dcagon, to diſcover-and ſtrip the whore, to recover a poſſcilion 
r bis. life-in the earth, .. to make roome in the world for 
us Church, which he.is bringing out of the wilderneſſe. The bar- 
eel is begun, the terricories of Antichriſt are aſſaulted, the Lamb 
bath appeared on his white horſe, and hath gathered mary of his 
called, faithfull and choſen «bout him, the Erfign is liftcd up: 
the ligbe(which ſearcbeth the inwards of the enemies Cominions) 
bath appeared, and his inmoſt power and wiſdome is rot feared, 
buc.the Lord God is feared, and the Dragons arm withers,and the 
bead of his pollicy (whereby he enſnared & intargled frcm the 
life) is crufhiog, glory to the endleſte power cf life for ever and 
for ever. | 
- Be wiſe now therefore, & looſe not your ſhare in the immortal 
Crown, Take heed bow ye be found fighters againſt the Lamb,in 
the wiſdom & power of Babi/os which is to fall, Painting will noc 
paſſe now: That bloud of the Lambis felt, which w#ſhes off the 
whores paint,even all her painted notions of the blood of Chriſt, 
& of ſanRification and redemption, ec.the whoriſh nature being 
diſcovered underneath all theſe. Ye have got the name of Church, 
the name of Chriſtians,the name of ordinances, &c.by the whores 
belp, but the nature of life ye want : and the living power is come 
to recover the name from you, and we, his living witneſſes, tefti- 
fie to your faces, that ye ſhall not enjoy it, but the nance and the 
thing ſh: go cogether ,- and he that hath not the thing, ſhall 
alſo loviethe name, Yea, your eyes ſhall ſeechat ye have been 
the facrilegious ones, who have ſtoln holy names and tirles, which 
ye never received from the hand of God ; but the whociſh ſpirir 
(whichis our of the life, and an enemy to the life) hath handed 
them to you. And this is told you in dear and render love, that 
ye might uot p:rifh, bur have eternall life abiding in your hearts, 
and the new. name written hy'the Spirit of .life on your forcheads, 
which all chat know the writing of the life, . may be ableto read 
and acknowledge. ...._ :.... .. 
". There are ſeveral touches of theſe things, in diverſe of of the 
Epifiles of the Apoſtles: bur the full relatiun is given forth in thae 
book of the Revelation, which was penned by the Spirit of God, 
ro be read in the light of the Spirit, and ſo to he a preſervative 
againſt the overſpreading contagian of Antichriftiagiim. And it 
is ſaid,at the eatrance into it, BY: Li is he that readeth,C> they that 
. hear 
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bear 1he wards of this prophefe, & ke: ptboſe thi 
therein, But men having Hott rhe Spitir, have notÞ 
it, and having loſt che right ear, they have nor been ab'eto heate' 
the words it ſpeaks: and how then could they keepe the things 
written therein 2 He that doth rot nnderſtand what be is warned 
againft, how is it hkely he ſhould be preſerved by che warning > 
The Spirit of God judged this warning neceffary. bur the ſpirit of 
deceit cryes it is 2 deep ehing, nor to be medled with. Now this 
is a plain demonſtration, that men generally are overtaken with 
the wboredom,and drink of the whores cup, & ſubmit chemfelves 
eo the beaft, and exale his horns, and receive his mark, and ſome 
07 other of his names; becauſe they, have got the knowledge of 
rhar which diſcovers theſe things, and- was given by the Spiritof 
Go4 to fore xarn, ard1o to preſerve out of chem, He thar know* 
eth not the miftery of in'quity working under a form. of godlines, 
may nor he eafily be deceived with the miftery of iniquity 2 He 
that kaoweth not what is become of the trove Church. & miniftry, 
and where to took for them, may not he eaſfly own a fx Church 
and miniſtry?. He that knoweth not the Spirit, of the Scriprees, 
which che Chorch carried with her,when ſhe ſeft cheletter behind 
her, may not heeaſltly ſet up the letter for his role > He that 
knoweth nat the living mark and name of a Chriftian, with whictr 
the Spirit of life ſeals all the Lambs of Chrift in rhe life, ' may not 
he eaſily give this name to bimſelfe, and: ro others who have nor 
chis mark, bart the beaſts mark 2, He that knomerh not” the erne 
faich, the trae love, the true hope, the trye joy, the true peace, the 
crue reft, the erne confolation in Chriſt che life (the true meekres 
and perience of the S. ints, 6. )may nor be eaſily ſet np ſhadows, 
or liknefſes of theſe ( which he. gathers from the letter of che 
Scriprures, 8nd the promiſes thereof, teceiving the knowledge of 
them igro rhe wrong parr,& applying them co the wrong thing) 
inftead of theſe 2 Ah poor hearts ! The book of the Revelation rs 
eaſie to that Spirit that wrote it; andit was nor given forth to be 
faid by as uſelefle ; bur to be ſerviceable in che band of the Spirit, 
for the ages after che dayes of the Apoſtles; ard in the rroe light 
ix is eaſ}ly read : and they that can read it, can ſee that ip it, which 
they that cannot read it, cannot 'beleeve. And this is plainly ſeen, 
That che-e is bur the Spirit of crurch, ard rhe Spirit of deceit : bar 
the Lambs wife, and the whore (which bath whored _ the. 
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Spirit , which hath made-uſe ofche latter, to rvo « whoring from 
thac Spirit that wroge it - }. zbac there ig but he erue Chorch, and 
the falſe Church : but life, and death : Gut form, and power : but 
Chriſt che miſery of godlineſſe, and Antichriſt che miltery of ini- 
quity :, bug (309, ard rhe dragop: God intheChurch or Tem- 
ple in the Wilderneſſe,ang rhe dragon io the worlds churches and 
temples, appearing there as if he were God, giving ſorth lawes 
and ordmancey like God ; ang all che warld falls down before 
him,and worſhips him asif he were God; and hopes by this wor» 
ſhip which they perform to him, and by their faith and hope 


| 1 . which they receive from him, to be faved at laſt. I lay there are 


but cheſe two : and he chat is joyned to the one gf tliele, is nog 
japnecd to the other. Let him that readeth, underſtand : which 

may-caſily doe by the wiſdome of the Spirit, but never can by 

ewildome of che ſerter For thaugh we know how to join theſe 
two in th life, yet there is a neceſlity of ſeperating them at pre- 
feng, cill che letter be gained our of the hands of the whoriſh ſpi- 
rit, which hath built up ſeveral! forms ofknowledge,religion, and 
worthid in miftery-Z«6:/ox, by the letter without the life,all which 
muſt fall with Babilus, | 
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Exhortation, relating to the workings of 
the miſtery of Iniquity ; and the miſtcry 
of godhineſle 1m this preſent age. 


LL peopleupon earth, who love your ſonls, and have any 
Aerue ſecret pantings after God, look to the nature of your 
Spirits, and look to the nature of thoſe things ye let into your 
minds ; leaſt ye take in death for life, error for truth, ard ſo ſow 
to your ſelves corruption, and rear up a fabricke in miftery- Bgbi- 
{»n, which will be turncd into deſolation and utter ruins, by the 
power of life from Siox. 

Strong is the Spirit of deceie that is entred into the world, and 
glorious and very taking are his images and liken-fles of cruth, 
which will decaive all bat the very eleRt, who were choſen from 
F:2 | the 
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the foundatidn'of the world, and whoſe eyes are opened to fee 
the foundatidn of life; "which was before' the foundation of the 
wor'd. T 
\ Ir hath b:en an heavy dull time for many ages : There have 
0::1y been witneſſes hitherto raiſed againſt Antichrift,and he hath 
found it an eafie matrer co Knock chem down, and keepe up his 
wayes of prophanenefle, and of farmall ſuperſtitious kinds” of de- 
votion, up and down ail the nations. But now it is a quick time, 
the Spirit of the Lord God hathariſen, the ſearching eye is open- 
ed, the purſuir after the very Spirit of Antichriſt is b-gun, yea very 
quick and freſh 'is the ſcent of that Spirit which huntech che 
whore ; and now ſhe goes forward and backward, traverſes her 
Srou"d, changes her paint and colours often, ſhifts her garmenrs 
cnticuzl'y, and ſes all che art ſhe can to ſave her life, Now the 
king of B .4hil3n 0pens his treaſury, bring: forth ai! l:is likeneſſes, 
all his imzpes, all his appearances; with ſome or other of them 
( ifit be poſſible ) ro tempr the ſimple ſoul, and keepir ſatisfied 
therewith, in fome of his chambers of darkneſſe andim3gecy, out 
of the life and poxer. ie, A AND "NE 

The:efore now be warned and [ook abour you;”and'be nbt c6- 
ſened with any of the wares of Babi/2n, where the marchandize 
and er:ique is for ſouls, and where all the wares of deceit are, 
which a-e proper to coſen ſouls ; but ſeeke for che nature of chat 
thing. which the inward, pantings of your heart at any time bave 
bzen aſter; and wait for the opening of that'eye, which' can ſee, 
ehrouph all manner of paint, to that nature : and keeplow in the 
lie, ſimple and honeſt-hearted,and chen gawdy appearances will 
not take with you ; for they are oniy temprationsto the aſpiring 
part, which is lifte# up above the- pure, low, hamble principle : 
and if chat part were brought down, ye would be ſafe : but while 
that ſtands, ye will not be out of the danger of eemprations, Now 
this know : 

Thece is nothing whereof Sox is built, but che likeneſſe of it is 
in B.b.l.u ; and tbe likeneleis very taking, even more taking to 
that eye which is open in men, then the truth it ſelfe, . The truch 
i5.4. phain fi;nple thing, it is not, gawdy imappearance, its exceilen- 
cy lies in its nature ; but the appearances of truth. which Saran 
pints, are very gawdy, very glorious, ſeemiogly very ſpiritual), 
very pure, very precious, very ſweet; they, many times,even ra- 

viſh 
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yiſhhat underſtiridiog #rid choſe aff:Rions, that are ont'6f the 
fe Oh what (hall Ffay'! fhall l ſpeake a litcle of -the' 'waresof 
Babilon ? where' is there an ear which can hear me ? yer hechat 
opens my mouch, can open thine ear.” - Therefore let me ſpeak a 
lietle-plainly. ; | . 
**-1, There are many glorious falſ: births in Babi/on. Theres no 
inheriting che Kmgdome, but by being born againe. This do- 
Arine-the kirig of Bubilon preacherh : he is fain ro do fo, elſethe 
letter of the- Scripture would overthrow his kingdome, © Now 
therefore to keep from the true new birth, he hath his imagesof 
the new birth, his ſeverall falſe births. A great while outward 
iſme,-and a formall knowledge was enough to make a man 2 
chriflian ; burrow ſince that is diſcovered , and will not do, he 
briags forth better births; [he hath inward changes ofthe minde 
| Cf thuſtitudes of them ) fir for every one who is ſeeking afcer the 
*  Itf& to bet@apted fromthe life with : and he tempts every one 
With a proper bait, with that which istaking to him in his-preſent 
eſtate; What changes any kind of knowledge by vertue of the no-+ 
tidn” (with the devill: quickning power added'to it ) can pro- 
Haceinany mari, the Devill can transform man into,- Yea many 
are cheſe changes : and he chat doth nor know the nature of the 
erue birch; may eaſily be deceived with ehar which is juſt like the 
' thing heJooks for. A manlooks for a 'new birch, for an inward 
chinge : he looks for a knowledge to change him : he ſhall have 
joſt the very likenefſe of chatwhich' bis hear deſires, the lively 
likeneſſe, 'the devillis ready 2t hand co-furniſh him with ir : 
which way can the man, who never-faw the erue'thing, eſpy the 
cheat ? | 
2. There are many glorious deſires in Babi/on, many pantings, 
many brea:hings after chat which chis birth of Babi/on takes to be 
life. The devilhath theſe wares, theſe images in his ſhop too, 
Agshe hith a falſe birch in imitation ofthe-true, fo he hach falfe 
breathings for his falſe birch. If his child cou!d not ſeemirgly 
breath cowards God (- as if he were a naturall child of God ) 
he would ſoon be deteRted © therefore lie inflimes him wich de- 
fires of growth, with deſires of en'oyment of that which he calls 
life, with ſeemingdeſires of ſerving and-gloriſying God : an1 
here come in the prayers of che ficſhiy birth, which ave mavy 
times ca:ryed 0n with exceeding great earnefineſle of rhe fi ſhiy 
part, 
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PH*, £0. which allo.the faghey of clus bigch, giver: anſyers, Y ++ 
now which way can deceic be ſo mynh as Jujpefted. here 2 
yet here a'ſo che deceiver lodgeth, and berejn be workecb,raifing 
ſtcong deſires inchat parc wherein be dels, that he may allay 
choſe pure deſices, which otherwiſe would be ariſing from the 
life underneath, and which. ( norwichRandioga|ll chis ) ſometimes 
doe arite, eſpecially when the ſoul 4 jn angypſhe :; iodal 

3. There's falſe fpgd.in Bebil-n, falle knowledge to feed abjs 
wreng nature with.. Tagre's knowledge falſely ſo called. Thais 
ſeverall appearances of all the.truchs in $;ov,.: There's antward 
knowledge of the 1;tcep, ang there's inward miſticall knowledgey 
and each of theſe have choir warmth, and abeir freſhngſle, ang dg 
gaurifh up this child, and gaule.ic ro grow, Yea whatikng 
and experiences (whych ap Airlt ſprang iram the tragrlife) abys (ptr 
ric makes a prey.of, 8nd daily Arings ante bis  Babifon, thefewah 
to feed and farrgp that which; is born of himand to-cayerithe old 
deceitſull nayre under, which is nag laje abegcby, but daily Hives 
and moves and puts forth ig delje ; this js .cergainly felyby.cbas 
which is mage ſenible ja (6 life, bug hard to Þe ſpoken, [5 
the deceiyed heart is ſa groir;and the garſo heavy Now berethg 
painted whore, which hath dealt rreacherguſily: with the life, ficg 
a5 8 Queen, and ſayes ſhe ſhall ſeev0.lorrow ; This knowledge is 
certain to her, theſe eyperignees the haph hag che Tegling af }anfl 
knows they can never be (ſhaken. Bt Q then Brinceſſe of Babs 
{ox, the Lord will ſtrip thee, the Lord will pgbare thy inwards, & 
thigeown eyes ſhall ſac thy, nakegoeffe, which ſhzll be for, a per- 
petuall reproach among all the jnhabargots of Sjox : and thenghy 
dark deceitfull ſpirie, ſhail have no more to ſay againſt thoſe, 
who now (ee through thy covering. co thy nature, inche\ligke ; 
and judgetbee (not of chemlelves, ngrin thyr 0 wn wills,and an- 
derftandings) but frem the true power, and if-thetrue guidange 
of the life, whoſe work iris co purſue, overtake and judga den h 
even to death. For ajl this knowledge, and all cheſe « xperiences 
m thee (though thou {eelt ic not, nor, ganft ſee, ir with chat oye 
whecewith chou loakeſt-co ſee ) are held captive by that which 
tranſgrefled and bath erred from the life, and are made uſe ate 
keep thy foul in bands: and es they are thus held, death agd the 
curle muſt overtake them, er thax lite in thee,from whictrthey firſt 
!prang, can poilivly ariſe. Gra(p not after the knowledge of this 
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* 4. Thereare falſe keys. to open the ſeveratchambers of image- 
ry in Babilen, Thisfoed man cannoc gather of himlelfe, jc mult 
de given to him : this knowledge may cannor get into by himfelt, 
bur as chis fpirit teads hiry, nd opens tg him:tor be bath the keys 
of dah, and opereintothe treafuresof death; Now this hugely 
confirms a man 19 che decejr, withour-the leaſt fuſpition ot it. 
Why, faich be, I had not this knowledge from my felfe, I came 
not to it by mine own 5&kHlor underftanding;bot it was given me, 
ie was opened tome: and it came in freſh, and warmed my hear, 
dep ttirig wo ag needy tos me, arid! hath made eye 
ory of God/antnowny felf.!'Vea, irmight come thus 3h 
rhekkenelle, ty zoth rhe lixenefl# of high . he and. yet x 
felf nocibe truth, nor be adleto work the trath of this io thee: 
andrhs is proper to deceive thy very heare, and make thee - 
@ ipleſant inttaditine of Babiter-g and a joyful) worſhiper of 
the Uhngubert 0% whom vhrough-ohis deep deceic, and mok-tubcle 
ſolſe sppedrance; irithy boarr) Thod mitakeſt tor che Kang af 
Sow; 51000010 > 3 #4 $250 we 01 THE HEELS 
4.) This falſe ſpicichath this fabſe crofſes, his falſe contbats and 
fightings. The very Papiſts haye not only their wooden.and Rong 
erofſes, but they have aiſo chef wayeroilelf.deniall, rheir wayes 
oferolliag the racurali part; of re{ignarion'co the divine will (as 
chey-eall ic) of fighting 2painft corruption, ac. Ic is' manide, 
thar g'man muſt deny hemſelfe, or elſe /be cxnnort be a Chriſtisn 
(hivoewn will muft not,canner live, if be croly gize himſcife up 
ro-Chrift :) rherefore that ſpitic, which lyerh'lurking to deceive, 
hoth ſeverall wayes of ſelf denyalles reach (alt which matt bave 


ſome hirdneflein them to che natural} part, or-e)ſe they would 


"not paſſe: and theſe may produce greatant conftanr cor fiifting 
11 the fleſh, and yer the fleſhly nature be ill kepr alive vader af 
theſe conflicts and exerciſes of felfe deniaY, He hath. s circum- 
cifing knife, which cuts off a great Geale, bur alwayes ſpares the - 


- nature : and as long as the nature is ſpared, che Dgvil {till barb 
- that whezein he can dell. 


6 He bath lis falſe-love rs God and man, and bis falſe zeate 


for God. Loveand rele ore tro diflingaiſhing things, All men 


cor clude : 
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-” F k _ 


40 Au Exhortatiow- : C5. 
conclude,thatloygderermioes a man f@be.a Ciriſtidn,and ſo they 
r3ake up ſome appearance or other of aye; ſomewhat that, ſatis- 
fies themſelves that their love is right; both c@ God'and 
man. The very Papiſts, who are full of blood and cruelty, yer 
pretend to love : they have an image of, love which contents 
them. But there are far higher images, even images of univer- 
fall love and ſweetnefſe , which no-eye can perceive , but that 
which knowsthe truth.. Andteke one word- from me, ye to 
whom it belongs : all ye that+cry up univerſall love, from the 
ſweet ſenſe of its image, ye ſhall oneday know, that one a of 
particular love fromthe true nature, exceeds this in its u:moſt 
£X*ent. | 

7, He hath his falſe life: . The: devil hath not only a dead 
formall religion, buzhe-hath.a reſemblance, 'an imitation of the 
quicknings of the Spitit; ©; Th devill pats his life into his image, 
where need rcquires.' + Hehath not ovlyia dead licterall know- 
ledpe, but he hath paintings of the life : he draws a thing to the 
life : he makes his dead image of truch,- as like. the living fob» 
ſtance of truth, as poſliply hedcahs inforauch av þis images of 
life, atia diftance,'|withour beitg þebeld in the true hfe, (cannot 
but be taken for living. Now here is the depth of deceit, when 
the devils images of life in the heart,aretaken for the'livitg thing, 
for the life ir ſelfe. 973; 2:4 

8. He hath his falſe libercy. ; There) is a glorious liberty in 
the Goſpell : there is perſeR freedome itt the ſervice of the life : 
there is liberty in the power: of the life over all the createrec, 
God made all things for man,. ard 'he denics him- nothing, he 
being in ſubjeQion to him in the life, and uſirg all in the-domi- 
nion of the life. . Now the devil paints a liberty like this, 'yea 
a liberty that ſeems greater then this, even a liberty wherein the 
fleſhly part +( whoſe very nature is eternally ſhuc out. of the 
nature of true liberty-) hath ſcope ; which iberty 1s nor ſur- 
rounded, nor cannot be ſurrounded by the power of lite, as this is: 
and in this painte@ljberty, that ſpirit which painted it lives, which: 
paint the true libertytakes off, ſlaying that which calls it liberty, 
- andgatberi"gin the name of liberty from this falſe appearance, 
ro that which is liberty indeed. And by the wzy,be that can read 
his, lethifmni ; The perfitiou of the true liberty hes in the per- 
feRtion of bonds, in the perfect birdirg down of that which is 
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is the kberty ofthe hife,and of 

| 3 contrary © the life,is perfectly 
bounddown, then the lifebath icsful ſcope, without the leaſt con» 
trot! ofthe fleſhly pat%and when the life lives, then that which 


is joyned to the life lives alſo. | 
| Now here's the miſtery ofiniquity, here's the inward Kingdom 
'of darkneſle, here's the glory of BabilonlHere's he that contends 
for the Kingdome, for the inheritance | Here the ſon of che bond- 
woman (thus dreſſed, thus furniſhed,thus filled within and with- 
ont) will have it go forgranted that he is the right beir : and 
yet all this while wants the nature of that which is to.inherit, and 
cannot poſſibiy receive that nature into himſelfe, but only ſuch 
images afore mentioned. Andif-in tender love to his ſoule, from 
a clear ſight of this thing, we warn him, and bid him look about, 
he cries doe not judge. He really thinks he is right in che main, 
and he ſeemes willing to referit co the day of tryal. Ah poor 
hearts ! the eye is opened which can ſee. That which hath judged 
the deceit in us, can alſo judge the deceit in thee. Cannot the ſpi- 
rituall eye ſee things in its kind? to what end hath God given it? 
Canft #vwria-and, infra narury}] things in the natural! part ? So 


can they ſee and judge ipirituall rhings who are in the light,” aat 


whelive in the life : yea we (hill continue judging thee in the 
fex, and in the humility, till God openthat in thee which can 
fal to our judgement. 
0bjeft. How difficult doe you make the way to life, if not ut- 
terly impoſſtble? If aff this be true, who can be ſaved ? 
eAnſw. The way to life is very difficule, yea and impoſſible 
to that part in man, which is ſo baſie in willing and running co- 


wards life: but it is as eaſſe on the other hand, co that which the 
father begetteth,raiſeth up,8 leadeth.7 be wayfairing man though 
a fool ſhall nit erre. The wiſeſt and richeſt Merchant in Babilos, 
connot ſet one ſtep init : the leaſt child in $3»» cannot erre there, 
Therefore know that in thy ſelfe, to which ie is ſo hard ; and 
_ chat which God hath given to thee, which will make it 
caſie. 

Thou haft a living talent given thee by Ged, let not thine eye 
be drawn ſrom that , but joyn to that : keep there, and thou are 
ſafe: and that will open thine eyeto ſee all deceits, juſt in the very 
ſeaſon and hour of temptation, = thou muſt expeR to _ 


y - >, 
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: with al! theſe temptations, as thy growth makes thee ble of 
4 receiving them, And as they come, thetrue-eye being, kept open, 


they wil! be ſeen : and being ſeen, they- will teafily be avoided in 
the power of life - for in vain the.net isſptead in ſighr »f the bird. 
Therefore that thou mayſt be ſafe. 
| 1. Krowthe light, the eternall light of life,the licele glimmer. 
| enps and ſhinings of iT iq thy ſoul. This comes from the rock, to ' 
, lead thee co the rock : and if thou follow ir, ic will fix thee upon 
the rock where thou canſt not be ſhaken. | 
2. Kcepin the light, Keep within the the hedge, ſtep not out | 
of thine own, keep our of the circumference of the ſpirit of de- | 
ceit, the power of whoſe witchery and ſorcery extends all over 
tbe regions of darkneſle. 
3. Love ſimplicity, love the nakedneſle of life, land ſingle in 
the honeſty of the heart,out ofthe intricate ſabtle reaſonings,aad F 
wiſe conſultings about things : for by theſe means the ſerpent 
comes tO twine about and deceive thy ſoul : but in the ſimplicicy 
of the movings of life, in the light, liesthe power, the ſtrength, 


the ſafety. 
pH A-rdev6 yer low.continually, eyen at the foot of the loweſt 


"breaching and appearances of the light. Take heed of beingabove 
that whgrein [thy life lyes : for the wiſdome, the power the 
firengsh3yea the great glory lyes1n the humility: and thou hut 
never be-exalted, thou muſt never come out of the humility » but 
find ahCenjoy the honour and glory of the life in the humility, 

5. Mind the reproofs of the light, for char will till be ſetting 
thee tO/rights. That will till be brioging down that which would 
etuþ above, and there lyes the preſervation. Oh the chaftnings 
of the light, the ſweet chaſtenings of the love by the light 1 Theſe 
are healing ſtripes. This brings down the exalter,and that in thee 
which loves to be exalted, and to be ſeeking the honour of the 
ſpirituall riches, before the humility is perfected. 
Thas in love todouls ; have I powred out my ſoul before che 
þ, | Lord, and held forth gentle leadings, evento the moit Rubborn 
x and Riffz-necked, 


dad. wh. 


THE END. 


